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INTRODUCTI ON

This document includes revisions througgptembe2018 and is intended to provide guidance for
Connecticut school district personnel who must make decisions about testing special student
populations on theSmarter Balanced Assessmentise Next Generation Science Standards
(NGSS) assessmentthe Connecticut Alternate AssessmerSTAA) and the Connecticut
Alternate Scienceassessment (CTAS)These special student populations include students
identified as eligible for special educatioeraces under the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA), students identified as disabled under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
of 1973 and studentsvho are identified as Englidearners(EL). This document also provides
information re@rding general education students who may require additional suppbes

taking standardized assessments

If after reviewing this document you have questions about the special student populations, the
criteria for participation in various assessmentagior allowablesupports oaccommodations,
please contact &Performance Officat 8607136837 or860-713-6850.

In addition to this document, the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) continues to
prepare teachers to administer the Sm@déanced Assessments for English languaggaHa)

and mathematg to all students in Grades83 One component of the Smarter Balanced
Assessmenbystem includes understanding, selectamgd providing access to the assessment. To
assist administratorand all teachers working with general education students, students with
disabilities, and students who are EnglisFarners access the Connecticut State Department of
Education Comprehensive Assessment Program Portal to access a lilbesguotes
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https://ct.portal.airast.org/resources/accessibility-and-special-populations/

lHI STORI CAL PFEEXPECTI
STUDENTS WI TIH TDITEBABCHI E\
GRADIEEEVEL ACADBMITENT
STANDARDS

Federal legislationthe Every Student Succeeds Act signed in 2015 reauthorizel¢éneentary
and Secondary Education Act (ESEAhis act reaffirmsand requireghat each state institute
challenging content and performance standards for its public school students. Theseapeeorm

standards establish the level at which students are expected to master the material included in the

stat eds c onfhec8BAreguires that allrstdtes .have quality assessnestadblished

in reading mathematicsand sciencéo determine thextent to which students have mastered the
material outlined in the stateds content st
Title | program, i.e.,ahigqhual ity assessment system that |
performancetsndards to ensure that all students are heldetsame high academic standards.

Connecticut has long advocated that, to the extent possible, students with disabilities should
participate in both the general education curriculum and the standard administratiostateéhe
assessmerntthis has often not been the case nationally. & armly with thePublic Law10517,

1997 reauthorization of IDEA that having high expectations for students with disabilities became
a national priority. The 1997 IDEA amendments required that these students be included in
appropriately challenging curriauhs and indistrictwide and statewide assessments, and that
states and school districts publicly account for the progress of these st@leatky, two goals

of IDEA are 1) the participation of a high percentage of students with disabilities in standard
districtwideand statewide testing and redtaccountability effortsand2) the availability of an
alternate assessment for those few students who cannot appropriately participatstamdard
assessment program.

Federal legislation, in the form ofoth ESEA and the IDEA, and state legislation in the
Connecticut General Statut@3.G.S.)Section 1014, andtherelatively recent implementation of

the Connecticut Core Standa{@CS)is consistent in the vision that is being promoted, i.e., high
expectations, uniform standardsd public accountability for the performance of all students,
including those with disabilities and I 1 m
assessment program is just one component of an overall accounttsitéyn that is intended to
assess the effectiveness of Connecticut schools and lead to greater success for all students.

To understand this educational accountability system, one must consider the progress of all
students on a number of key indicatorst Fmre information, the publicatiohh e Condi t i
Educatni cConimse catviadolta bdoewn | o ad

11/26/18 CSDE Assessment Guidelines 2|Page
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http://edsight.ct.gov/SASPortal/main.do
http://edsight.ct.gov/SASPortal/main.do

| IDESCRI PTI ONOQONETHE COT
ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

ASMARTER BALANGEBSM&EXSITEM

In the 201415 school year Connecticutas a member of th8marter Balancedssessment
Consortium administeredassessments for English language and mathematics to students in
Grades 38 and 11 with the exception of special education students with significant cognitive
disabilites par t i ci pati ng i n Co nn e c fThecSmartérs Balahded e r n
Assesment System was developed by the member states of the Consortnohding
Connecticut, to align to th€onnecticuiCore Standardsn the201819 school yearthe Smarter
Balanced Assessments wabain beadministeredo students in Grades& while students in

Grade 11will participate in theConnecticut SAT School Day whi ch became Co
accountability assessment in lieu of Smarter Baladoethg the201516 school yegr

Whenfocusng onthe Smarter Balanced summatagsessments, it is important to understand its
test design and the activities associated with thetdakstg situation. The Smarter Balanced
summative assessment for English languatgeaand mathematics requires students to:

1 Participaten an online assessment comprised of two components: a computer ada
test (CAT) for both ELA and math; and a performance task (PT) for math. The test
not timed, however, recommended test seskingths of 40 to 120 minutes, dependin
on content area and grade level, are provided in the Test Administration Manual,

Demonstrate criticathinking and problersolving skills; and

91 Accurately respond to various item response types using a keyboartasé or
touchpad.

B.CONNECTI CUT SQAALT BACYH O

On October 7, 2015, the Connecticut State Board of Education adopted the SAT (created by the
College Board) as the annual state assessment for eleventh graders in Connecticut. All students i
Connecticuimust be tested once in highhsol for English language aréd mathematics using
the same assessment for all students. This is a requirement of federal and state law. By adoptin
the SAT, Connecticwgliminatesduplicate testing and eleventh grade stislenConnecticut will
have an opportunity to take the SAT free of charge during the school day. The SAT assesses thg
critical thinking skills students need for academic success. Supports are available for students with
special needs, as determined byratividualizedEducationProgram (IEP) or a Section 564an
There are also accommodations for students whBlareStudentsareable to use their SAT scores
for both the state school accourilig§p systemandcollege admission. Eligible students@Gnade

11 with significant cognitive disabilitiegreassessed with the Connecticut Alternate Assessment

at

nn

D
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http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/

(CTAA) for ELA andmath Additionalinformationregarding supports draccommodations for
the Connecticut SAT School Day mbgaccessetiere

CNEXT GENERATINCNE SOABNDARDSMBEANTS ES S

Connecticutdos | egacy s cUomectcd Masterg leesOd Saiehce , kK
(administered testudents in Grades &d § andthe Connecticut Academic Performance Test
(CAPT) Science (administered to students in Gradew®8jereplaced with th&tandard Science
assessment inr@des 5, 8, and 1during the201718 school yeafThe new Science assessments

are aligned to the Next GenerationScience Standard (NGSS) which were adoptedby the
ConnecticutStateBoard of Educationin November2015. Thesestandardsdentify core scientific
ideas,practicesand conceptsthat all studentsshouldmaster.Supports are available for students
with special needs, as determined by an IEP or a SectioRl&04There are alssupports and
accommodations for students who are ELSs.

For more information on the test design awatent, visit theConnecticut State Department of
Education Comprehensive Assessment Program Portal

DCONNECTIACWUITERNATE ASSBSYSMEM

11/26/18 CSDE Assessment Guidelines 4|Page

For a small group of students watgnificantcognitivedisabilitieswhomeet the eligibility criteria
Connecticutprovidesalternate assessmenifhe Connecticut Alternate Assessment System is
designedexclusively for a small percentage of special education students with a disability or
multiple disabilitiesthat significantly impact intellectual functioning and adaptive behavior.
Generally, Ipercentor less of the tested student population is expected to participaterimate
assessmentsamdl i gi bi l ity is determined bWeant(BRY). st u
The alternate assessmesystem includethe CTAA for mathematics and English language arts,
and theConnecticutAlternate SciencéCTAS).

Connecticut Alternate Assessment

The CTAAiIncludes ELA and mathematics and is available for students in Gr&dlas®B11. This
assessment is presented to each student individually by a CSDE trained educator via a computg
platform. The CTAA including the supportingresourceswas developed witiConnecticut
teachers and administrataw®rking closely withother nationaktate members and expertghe
National Center and State Collaborat&CSC) More information and resourcedout NCSC
can be found dtttp://www.ncscpartners.orgilore information about the CTAA can be found on
the ConnecticutStudent Assessment Webpadeachers angarentswith studentsvho may be
eligible for the CTAAare encouragetb accesthe CTAA Practice 8e to become familiar with
the online environmentest formatand the accessibility featureavailable

Connecticut Alternate ScienceAssessment

The CTAS isalsodesigned exclusively for a small percentage of special education students with
significant cognitive disabilitieApproximately 1 percentor less of the tested student population

N O
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https://www.collegeboard.org/students-with-disabilities
https://www.nextgenscience.org/
https://ct.portal.airast.org/
https://ct.portal.airast.org/
http://www.ncscpartners.org/
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-Assessment/CTAA-Skills-Checklist/Connecticut-Alternate-Assessments
http://ct.portal.airast.org/training-tests/

in Grades 5, 8or 11 is expected to participate@onnecticutAlternate SciencAssessmentand
eligibility is determined by the studentds
determined eligible for the CTAAhe studentwill also participatein the CTAS in the applicable
gradesUnlike the CTAA, the CTAS is a nesecure test intended to be administered throughout
the year as teachers work with students to ttad@ performance on the NGSS standartise
CTAS is organized into 6 Storylindsr each assessed gratfhat are linked to NGSS Standard

Performance Expectations, the derived Connecticut Alternate Science Essence Statements, and the

corresponding Core Extensions. Each Storyline includes a Performance Task with a series of
assessment aeities in the following content areas: Earth Science, Life Science, and Physical
Science. These activities ask students to make sense-ofadadlphenomena and/or engage with

an engineering design probleRor more information on the test design andienhof theCTAS,

visit the Connecticut State Department of Education Comprehensive Assessment Program Portal
to access relatgdonnecticut Alternate Assessment reseg

EENGLIBROFI CIl BNGESSMENT

LAS Links Assesment

Hi storically, Connect i c Udarbesshagetpartitipated ia statediden t i

assessments with designated supports or accommodations if needed. These students acquiring

P

fi

English as a second language are required to meet the same academic performance standards

expected of students whose first language is English. In addition to stateatkmiassessment
participation in Grades-8 and 11 (andcience in Grades 5, 8, aidd), all ELs must participate
annuallyin the standardized EnglidtanguageProficiency Assesment In Connecticut students

who are identified agLs are assessed using the LAS Links test to demonstrate their level of
English language proficiencystudents who are English learneraist meet mandated exit
requirements on the LAS Links assessment tolabitgual and/orEnglish for speakers of other
languagesESOL) programs.

FF.NATI ONMMSSESSMEBNTEDUCATI ONRESBROG

11/26/18 CSDE Assessment Guidelines 5|Page

The National Assessment Biducational Progress (NAEP), is often called the "Nation's Report
Card." It is the only measure of student achievement in the United States that allows for the
comparison of Connecticut students to their peers in all other stdiissnational assessment,
sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education, has been conducted since 1969 and produce
results that are widely reported by the national and local media.

Every year, some Connecticut schools are selected to participate in the NAEP. For each NAEP
administration, representative samples of fourth, ejghtid twelfthgraders in states and
territories of the United States are tested in selected content areas-rinnoldéred years (e.qg.,

2019 2021), the number of participating schools increases &edrésults are used to assess
achievement for the state as a whole. Since it is critical that participants accurately represent

Connecticutdos public school thaspdesigadted &wglish st ude

learners must be includedtime testing.



https://ct.portal.airast.org/get-started/alternate-assessment-system.stml
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School personnel are expected to make every effort to include all selected students with disabilities
and English learners in the assessments. Many of the universal tools and embedded and non
embedded accommodations available for the SmadkmBed andNGSS Scienceassessments

are also available for the NAEP. As school personnel make specific decisions regarding how to
include students in NAEP, there are several important factors to consider:

91 Scores are not producéat individual students ahparticipationn NAEP is anonymous;

1 The NAEP assessments do not impose any consequences for students, teachers, school
or districts and are intended solely to provide an overall measure of educational
achievement for the nation and individual states;

1 Participating students are not required to complete the entire test and may skip any test
guestion. Even when a student does not complete the entire test, valuable information is
obtained from the responses provided; and

1 Schools send motification lettethome to families of selected students. The letter explains
the importance of NAERand lets parents know that they may decide that their child will
not participate.

Annually, Connecticutds NAEP State Coordina
the NAEP with detailed information about available accommodations specific to the assessments
that will be administered. Currently, NAEP is in the final stagesamsitioning from a paper

based assessment to a digitddsed assessment using NAg®Bvided tablets. 1201819, most
students selected for NAEP will be assessed using a tablet, but a small group of students will be
assessed using paper forms. Spedaftiestions concerning NAEP accommodations should be
directed to Renée Savoie, NAEP State Coordinator, a7 88®858.

t




| Il WHO SHOULDE3B3EED?

A.UNDERLYI NBENT NOF THE LVEEGIMANADATES
AND PQGLY DI RECTI VES

All Connecticut public school students should be assessed in accordance with federal and stats
regulations. Students must be tested by the district when students are included in the Public Schoad
Information System (PSIS) collection, and thstrict assumes fiscal responsibility for that student
by documenting at least some local costs,uidiclg eligible inkind servicess or t he st U
education and the student is enrolled to the extent the dissricesponsible for educational
placenent and record keeping. These rules apply to students taking the Smarter Balanced
Assessment, the CTAA, ti&tandardr AlternateScience, the Connecticut SAT School Dagd

the LAS Links

Students who are identified 8pecialEducation students who are identified &ection 504and
Englishlearneranust also be recorded in tfiest Information Distribution Engind [DE) system
during the testing windowl herefore thesetesting demographiasniustbe recorded in the PSIS
system prior tdesting.

The following chart applies to all statewide testing.

Student Circumstance Testing Policy
Students entered into PSIS who ¢ Connecticut public school students who aemneolled in an
enrolled inStateApproved Private | APSEP are tested by the APSHRe reporting district is
Special Education Programs accountable to test these studdatghe LAS Links
(APSEP)
Students entered into PSIS who § The reporting district is accountable to test these studen
enrolled in NorApproved Private | Procedural information is provided to District
Schools in Connecticut aut-of- Administrators and SAT School Coordinators.
state schools
Students who move to another | Students who move to another Connecticut public schog
Connecticut public school in the | the same district or move to another Connecticut district
same district or move to another | have their tests follow them in TIDE upon the PSIS bein
Conneticut district during testing | updatedFor the Connecticut SAT School Day,d&nts who
did not take their test in the previous schoolthe primary
test date of March Z or April 9, 2019 must take the test
their new school on the designated makedayof April 23
or April 24, 2019. For the LAS Links testing, districts will
access th®ata Recognition CorporatiorDRC) Insight
Portal to manage student transfers for testing.
Students who move to a private | Students who move to a private school or to arobstate
school or to an owbf-state school | school should be noted in PSIS as transferring from the
during testingand are exited from | Connecticut public school system. These studentsaire
PSIS tested.

137
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Student Circumstance

Testing Policy

Students hospitalized or
homebound due to illness

Students who are hospitalized or homebound due to illn¢
should be tested unless there are medical constraints th
prevent them from testing (the student has received an
approved medical exemptior§tudents taking the
Connecticut SAT School Day mustiéstedon the
designated daseof March27, 2019 or April 9, 2019
(depending on the date selected by the distiaectinakeup
testing date April 23 or April 24, 2019 at the school
di strictds central admi
staffmember who is fully trained in the proper test
administration and security procedures.

ni

Students on homebound instructi
due to suspension or expulsion

Students who are receiving homebound instruction due
suspension or expulsion must be tested edghome or
preferably at the school
officesduring theassessment specific testing windowa
certified school staff member who is fully trained in the
proper test administration and security procedures.
Connecticut SABchool Day must be tested on the
designated daseof March 27, 2019or April 9, 2019
(depending on the date selected by the distiaectinakeup
testing dates April 23 or April 22019,at the school

di strictds centr al a edrschodl
staff member who is fully trained in the proper test
administration and security procedures.

Students who may qualify for a
medical exemption

Requests for consideration of an Emergency Medical
Exemption should be initiated ltlge District Admirnistrator
(DA in TIDE) for the Smarter Balanced and NGSS Scien
Assessment by the Services for Students with Disabilitie
(SSD) Coordinatofor the Connecticut SAT School day
by the English Learner Assessment Coordinator (ELAC)
the LAS Linksasneeded during the appropriate test
administration window. See Appendix A.

Homeschooled students

Homeschooled students anet public school students anc
are not eligible to be administered state assessments.

Students who are newly enrolled
a Connecticut public school after
the district testing window has
commenced

Students who are newly enrolled in a Connecticut public
school after the first day of testing are required to be
administered the state assessmedisinecticut SAT Schog
Day studets who arrive afteeither primary test dates
(March 27, 2019 or April 9, 2019) ust take the test on
April 23 a 24, 20109.

Students registered in PSIS whg
are enrolled in No#pproved
Private Schools in Connecticut.

The reporting district is responsilife test students
registered in PSIS who attend rapproved private
schools in Connecticut. This includes both general anc
special education students educated inamproved
private schools using public school funds.

Students registered in PSIS wh(
are @rolled in outof-state

schools.

The reporting district is responsible to test students
registered in PSIS and attending-otxstate schools.

11/26/18 CSDE Assessment Guidelines
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| VGRADIEEVEL CONSI|I DERARTI ON
PARTI CI PIABITANEWI DE
ASSESSMENTS

For pur poses sttéwid€testing erogram,gchere éresno ungraded school programs.
Each student must be enrolled in a specific gradassigned to a specific gradased orhis or
herage. This grade assignmentistbe specified ifPSIS.Students in Grades&must paitipate

in either the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments or CTAA for ELA andmedHition,
students irGrades &nd8 participate in th&tandardNGSSScienceassessmeiatr the Connecticut
Alternate SciencéCTAS). Students in Grade Jdarticipatein the Connecticut SAT School Day

and the NGSS Standard SciencessessmentEligible students inGrade 11 participate ithe
Connecticut Alternate Assessment in Engleshguagearts, mathematicsandAlternate $ience

If there is any question as to the grade level for a particular student, district administrators are
advised toverify how the student was reportedthe PSIS andn the Special Education Data
Application and Collection (SEDACDistricts and private approved special educagimmgrams

are advised to work closelyith districtson the identification of studer@testing gradet avoid
testing students in the wrong grade or not tgstindents in a required grade.

Students enradld in high school present additional issues for consideration beyond age and years
in school. Each local school district establishes its own policy for the determination of grade levels.
Many high schools establish grade levels based on the accumulagametl credits. However,

this system and/or its timing must not result in a student not being tékefore, it is critical

that the PSIS system accurately reflects the stagleatrent grade at the time of testing.

11/26/18 CSDE Assessment Guidelines 9|Page




V.GUI D
| NA NA

A.HI STORIPCEEARSPECT I VE

E
L

In a commentary to the proposed Federal Regulatfeedefal RegisterOctober 1997, p. 55055),

the United StateBepartment of Education estimated that approximately 1 to 2 percent of the total
school population would require an alternate assessmwleteasthe vast majority of special
education studentsould participate in the standagtadelevel version of stawgide testswith
accommodations adentified by their IEP

In response to meeting the needs of this specific student poputatioe,t i on 602 ( 3)
required states to create alternateassessment aligned with their academic content standards,
promoted access to the general curriculamd reflected professional judgment of the highest
achievement standards possifdle. meet this requirement, the Connecticut State Department of
Education created the CMT and CAPT Skills Checklist for students sigtiificant cognitive
disabilities and for whom a standard statewide assessment was not appropriate. The CMT/CAPT
Skills Checklist was used to assist in the planning of instruction, monitoring student growth and
progress, and documenting achievement. UghrggChecklist, teachers rated students on grade
level academic skills and submitted results for state/federal reporting purposes during the
CMT/CAPT testing windowln 2007, the CMT Skills Checklist Science for student&rades 5

and 8, and the CAPT 8ls Checklist Science for students in Grade 10 ingdemented.

Since that ti me, Connecticut ds academic St
Beginning in 2015Connecticut, as a membef the National Center and State Collaborative
(NCSQ consortium, worked to develop the Connecticut Alternate Assessamenteplacement
for the CMT/CAPT Skills ChecklistThe CTAA is a system of valid, reliabland fair next
generation assessments aligned toGRsSin English language arts (ELA) and mathematics for
eligible students in Grades-8 and 11.The Alternate Sciencaessessment, aligned to the Next
Generation Science Standartplaces the CMT andAPT Skills Checklist Science faligible
students in Grades 5, 8, and 11.

Currently, C o n n e c AlieroatetA $sasssmenBystem for students with significant cognitive
disabilities is comprised of the following:

1 Connecticut Alternate Assessment (CTAA) English language arts and mathematics
for eligible students in Grades8and 11and

1 ConnecticutAlternate SciencAssessmer(iCTAS) for eligible students in Grades 5, 8,
and 11.

While the Connecticut State Department of Education strives to provide alternate assessments tha
support student independence to the greatest extent possible by making academic conten
accessible and the expected achievement levels appropriate, iice toitsafeguard against an
overreliance on this option, and reserve these assessments for a very small percentage of studer
with the most significant cognitive disabilitigsr whom the assessments were designed.

LI NES FQR PRARTDIN
TERNATE ASSESSNME

of

1
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With this said, under the Every Stud&ucceeds Act (ESSA),state-level capof one percent
of the total number of tested students in the state should be assessed with an alternate assessme
in a particular subject. Under this law, there is an expectation that states will monitor district us
of the alternate assessments and provid€tmnectiat Alternate Assessment System
Participation Guidance for Planning and Placement Tefon$EP teams to determine when a
student should be assessed using the alternate assessment.

BNATI ONGAHHENTER AND SLTIAAEORMAOTI VE

The National Center and State Collaborative (NCSC) applied the lessons learned from the past
decade of research on alternate assessments based on alternate achievement standards, to deve
a multistate comprehensive assessment system for studentsgmificant cognitive disabilities.

The longterm goal of the NCSC project was to ensure that students with significant cognitive
disabilities achieve increasingly higher academic outcomes and leave high school ready for post
secondary options. A wetlesigred summative assessment alone is insufficient to achieve that
goal. All partners shared the commitment to the resdarphactice focus of the project and the
development of a comprehensive model of curriculum, instruction, assessment, and supportive
professional development. These supports are intended to improve the alignment of the entire
system and strengthen the validity of inferences of the system of assessments. More information
and resources are available atH@SC Wiki.

CCONNECTI CUTNALHEERSSESSMENEM
PARTI CI PRERIONMRNABIHE EARNER
CHARACTERI STINODRIYNVE

The criteria for participation in th€TAA for students inGrades 38 and 11and the CTASor
eligible stuents in Grades 5, 8, and 11 reflect gegvasive nature of a significant cognitive
disability. All content areasincluding academic and functional acadenaceas;should be
considered when determining eligibility for these assessnigmts, a student no participates in
the CTAA for ELA and math, also participates in the CTAS wemmlled in Grades 5, 8, or 11.

Assessmentdecisionsare determinedat the PPT meeting conductedannually. Additional
guidanceis availableon the CSDE ComprehensivéAssessmenProgramPortal The special
educatiorteacherwhois primarily responsibléor thes t u d a&cadéendéastruction, completes
a DRAFTLearner Characteristics Invento(i.Cl) basednsupportingevidenceo discusswith
memberof the PPT.

To assure eligibilityPPTmembersnust providesueecientevidencehroughouthelEP document
supportingthe following three criteria:

1. The student hassignificantcognitivedisability,

2. Thestudentis learningcontentinkedto (derived from) th&€onnecticutCore Standards
and the NexGeneration Science Standards; and

Nt

2lop
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3. The studentequiresextensivedirect individualizedinstruction and substantial supports
to achieve measurable gains in the grandé ageappropriate curricula.

If the studentmeetseligibility criteria, then the PPT may recommendparticipationin the
Connecticut AlternatdssessmerBystem(CTAA andCTAS). If thereis notenoughsupporting
evidencefor the studentto meeteligibility criteriafor participationin the ConnecticutAlternate
Assessment Systerthen thestudenis expectedo participatein the standarcassessmentsith

designatedupportsandaccommodationasneeded.

Additionally, Alternate Assessment eligibility criteria shol@T bebasedsolelyon:

a disability category;

poor attendance or extendalisences;

native language/social/cultural or economic difference;

expected poor performance on the general education assessment;
academic and other services which the student receives;
educational environment or instructional setting;

percent of time receing special education;

English learne(EL) status;

© © N o g s~ wDdRE

low reading level/achievement level;

10. anticipated disruptive behavior by the student;

11.impact of studerdt scores in the accountability system;

12.administrator decision;

13. anticipated emotional duress; or

14. a ned for accommodations (e.g., assistive technology/AAC) to participate in the
assessment process.

If the PPT determines that the student is eligible,stht u d e n t o6tsach@willi emtarrthe
Learner Characteristic InventofiCl) into the Data Entry Interface (DEI) to register the student
to participate in th€onnecticutAlternateAssessment Systerfihe teacheshouldkeep the paper
copy of thePPT-approved_ClI with the studerii secords for future reference.

Given that an early submission of LCIs ensures that students will have access to the Alternate
Assessment at the time of testing, please note the submission deadlines for the LCI based upon
testing windows:

11/26/18 CSDE Assessment Guidelines 12| Page




LCI Deadline Grade(s) Student Populations by Assessment Window

December 21, 2018 3-8, 11 English Learners who are dually identified and eligible for the
CTAA/ CTAS; support state collections for participation in LAS
Links

January 18, 2019 Grade 11 Supporting state collections for CT SAT School Day, Science,
and CTAA/CTAS

February 1, 2019 Grades 3-8, 11  Supporting state collections for Smarter Balanced, Science

(Grades 5 & &), and CTAA/CTAS

Following these specified deadliné€;| datais retrieved from the Data Entry Interface and an
ALT Flag indicator in TIDE is activated giving the student access to the CTAA at the time of
testing. If a LCI is submitted after the deadlines indicated,contact the Connecticut Help

Desk at 28442027583 immediately so that the AltFlag can be activated prior to testing

Given that PPTs occur throughout the school year, the Data Entry Interface will remain open
during the testing window through May 31, 2019. However, it is highly recommended that any
LCl approved at a PPT be entered into the DEI immediately followingREiein advance of the
testing window.

AIRNITE@GCHEBRS ADRMINNGHET E
ALRPASRESTSBMANDMLTERNATE
SCI ENCE

TR
T

The administration of both th€TAA and theCTAS requires that the teacher who is primarily
responsi bl e for the  articigageanualyyin &8Ok grevideddraining. s t
Beginning inthe 201819 school yearall Teachers Administering the Alternate Assessment
(TEAS), regardless aéxisting TEA training status,arerequired to accesgarly, online training

for the Connecticut Alternate Assessment Systaih.TEAs who completed training during
previousschool yearandnew teachers who will be responsible for administering any alternate
assesmentsmustaccess th@nline training materiab. To meet the Trained TEA requirement,
teachers mustompleteand passhetraining quizwith 80percenfproficiency While the quiz may

be attempted multiple times, a score ofp@dcentor greater will activate th€rained TEAstatus

in the TIDE system allowing accessthe Data Entry Interface (needed to submit the Learner
Characteristics Inventory) améquiredalternate assssnentdocumentsand the permission to
accesand administethe alternate assessments
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The Smaer Balanced Assessments @dndardScienceassessmentsare provided to students
via an onlingestingenvironment using the Test Delivery System provided by American Institutes
for Research (AIR). Students are able to access embedded amthbeddeduniversal tools
designated supportandaccommodationdepending on their learning needs and eligibility.

A.DESCRI PTIOMARIFER BALANOEXEMTANDARD
SCI ENCNEI VERSAL ,DEGCGL&SENATEBEPP ORAND
ACCOMMODATI ONSORIJAHE G

Smarter Balanced Governing States approedSmarter Balanced Assessment Consortium:
Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodatiof®iidelinesfor the assessment system. 3&e
guidelines were developed in collaboration with member states and nationally recognized experts
on English language learners and students with disabilities. The rebeaszh policy outlines
three categories gksources to ensure that the assessments meet the needs of all stutients
Smarter Balanced English language arts/literacy raathematics and includemiversal tools
designated supportand accommodation¥heguidelines are intended for schdelel personnel

and decisiormaking teams, particularhfeP teams, as they prepare for and implement the Smarter
Balanced Assessmest The guidelines provide information for classroom teachers, English
development educators, special education teachersyedaigd services personnel to use in
selecting and administering unigal tools, designated supporsd accommodations for those
students who need them. Tineidelines are also intended for assessment staff and administrators
who oversee the decisiorigat are made in instruction and assessment.

The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium: Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations
Guideliness the foundation fothe Connecticut Assessment GuidelirnHserearehowever some
differencesin implementaton for some of thedesignatedupportsandaccommodationas they

are applied in Connecticubased on historical policgnd the addition ofhe Alternate Science
assessmentThe following sectionsembed information from th&marter Balanced Usability,
Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelindsut are Connectictgpecific as they provide
guidelineghatapply to students in Connecticut who particigatetatewide assessments.

Universaltools designated suppor@ndaccommodationare grouped inttwo broader categories
based on how they are provided to the student. They are:

1 Embedded Available through the online computer platforamd
1 Non-Embedded:Provided to the student by the school.
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Accommodationsliffer from universatools and designated supposcommodationsre
changes in procedures or materials that increase equitable accesassesgmentnlike
universal tools or designated supports;aanmodations are availalely for students for

whom there is documertan of the needin an IEP or Section 504 Plan. Assessment
accommodations generate valid assessment results for students who need them; they allow
these students to show what they know and can do.

B.UNI VERSAL TOOLS

What Are Universal Tools?

Universal tools areacceswility features of the assessment that are either provided as digitally
delivered components of the test administration systerseparate from it. Universal tools are
available to all students based on student preference &uli@e and are either provided as
digitally delivered components of the test delivery systamprovided separately from the digital
platform as a noembedded toolThe followinguniversal toolsare not modificationsand their
useyields valid scores that meet the requirements for participation and assesdemsified in
theESSAwhen used in a manner consistent withghielelines

Embedded Universal Tools

The Smarter Balanced and tB@andardNGSSScience digitallydelivered assessmisnnclude a

wide array of embedded universal tools. These are available to all students as part of the technolog
platform. Listed below ardhe embedded universal tools available to all students for computer
administered Smarter Balanced aBthndardNGSS Scienceassessments. This listcludes a
description of each tool. Although these tools are generally available to all students, educators may
determine that one or more might be distracting for a particular student, and thus might indicate
that the tobshould be turned off for the administration of the assessment itadikilual student.

1) EMBEDDED UNIVERSAL TOOLS

a. Breaks
The number of items per session can be
Breaks of more than 20 minutes will preventshedent from returning to items already
attemptedinless an appeal for a tasbpen is requested by the District Administrator
There is no limit on the number of breaks that a student might be given. The use of this
universal tool may result in the skt needing additional overailirte to complete the
assessment.

b. Calculator (For calculator-allowed mathematics items only[Grades 68] and
NGSS SciencdGrades 5, 8, and 1]) (See Norembeddedaccommodations for
students who cannot use the embedded calctda)

The Smarter Balanced Mathematicss@ssments in Grades36offers @ embedded
on-screerDesmodigital calculatorthatcan be accessed for calculatdiowed items
when students click on the calculatoon. This tool is available only with thepecific

items for which the Smarter Balanced Item Specifications indicated that it would be
appropriateThe Desma functions vary by grade:

i abasic calculators available on the ade 6Mathassessment

<<
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9 a scientific calculator is provided Brades &and 8
1 ascientific/graphing calculator issedon theGrade 1IMath assessment

Additionally, an onlinecalculator is availabléor all students oithe standard NGSS
Science assessmeint Grades 5, 8, and 1lWWhen the embedded calculatisr not
appropria¢ for a student (for example, for a student who is blind), the student may use
a specializedcalculator offered with assistive technology devices (such as a talking
calculator or a braille calculatotthat is typically used in instructionFor more
information on using the Desmos Calculators, visit 8mearter Balanced Updated
Sample Iltems Website

Digital Notepad

This tool is used for making notes about an item. The digital noteptnispecific
and is available through the end of the test segment. Notewasaved when the
student moves on to the next segment or after a break of more than 20 minutes.

. English Glossary (Not available for Science)

Grade and contexappropriate dafitions of specific construdtrelevant terms are
shown in English on the screen via a pgpwindow. The student can access the
embedded glossary by clicking on any of the-ggkected terms. The use of this
universal toolmay result in the studeneeding additional overaihte to complete the
assessment.

. ExpandedPassages/Stimuli
Each passage or stimulus can be expanded so that it takeknger portion of the
screen.

Highlighter
This is adigital tool for marking desired text, item questiosm answers, or parts of
these with a color. Highlighted text remains avagaiblroughout each test segment.

. Keyboard Navigation

Navigation throughout text can becamplished by using a keyboa&tudents are
provided with a document calléteyboard Commands for Studetiiat explains the
various keystrokes.

. Line Reader

The student uses an onscreen universal tool to assist in reading by raising and
lowering the tookllowing thestudentto focus on a singlkne of text on the screen.

Mark for Review

Allows students to flag items for future review during the assessMaritings are
not saved when the student moves on to the next segment orlaekaf more
than 20 minutes.

Math Tools

These digital tools (i.e., embedded ruler, embedded protractor) are used for
measurements related to math items. They are availalevith the specific items for
which the Smarter Balanced Item Specifications indicate that one or moeseftdols
would be appropriate.
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k. Strikethrough
Allows users to cross out answer options. If an answer option is an image, a strikethrough
line will not appear, but the image will be grayed out.

I.  Writing Tools(Interim P erformance Taskonly)
Selected writing tools (i.e., bold, italic, bullets, undo/redo) are available for all student
generated responses.

m. Zoom

A universal tool for making text or other graphics in a window or frame appear larger on
the screen. The default font size for all tests is 14 pt. The student can make text and graphics
larger by clicking theZoom-In button. The student can click tZ®om-Out button to
return to the default or small er pZoamant s
In andZoom-Out buttons will only change the size of the text and the graphics on the
current screen. When the student clicks any navigationarb@ack, Next) or utilizes

the question dropown list to navigate to another item, the print siz# return to the
default value.

To increase the default print size of the entire test (from Level 2 to Level 3 print size), the
print size must be set as Embedded Designated Support for the studehlD&, or set

by the Test Administrator (TA) prior to the start of the test. The use of this Embedded
Designated Support may result in the student needing@ulibverall time to complete

the assessment. Please note that the Streamline Mode Emligeslgdated Suppaqrt
StreamlineModgmu st be set to AONO f or a-sizteweldent
T this allows the test content to be displayedically:

M1 Levelb5

M1 Level 6
1 Level7
1 Level 8

NON-EMBEDDED UNIVERSAL TOOLS

Some universal tools may need to be provided outside of the computer test administration
system. These tooldescribedelow, are provided locallgy the schoohndcan be made
available to any student.

a. Breaks
Breaks may be given at predetermined intervals or after completion of sections of the
assessment for studeBometimesndividual students e allowed to take breaks when
needed to reduce cognitive fatigagthey experience heavy assessment demands. The
use of this universal tool may result in the student needing additional overall time to
complete the assessment.

b. Scratch Paper/White board with Marker
Scratch paper to make notes, write computations, or record responses may be made
available.Plain paper lined paper or graph papemay be used for ELAmath or
science.Graph paper is required beginning in sixth griméviathandmaybe used on
all sedions of themath assessment8. whiteboard witha marker may be used as



https://ct.portal.airast.org/

scratch paper. As long as the construct being measured is not impacted, assistive
technology devices, including letech assistive technology (Math Window), are
permitted to make noge The assistive technology device needs to be consistent with
the child's IEP or 50#lan Internetaccess must be disabled on assistive technology
devices.

I.  Computer Adapted Te$CAT): All scratch paper must be collected and securely
destroyed at the eraf each CAT assessment session to maintain test security. All
notes on whiteboards or assistive technology devices must be erased at the end of
each CAT session.

ii.  MathPerformance TaskK®T). If a student needs tmmpletehemathperformance
taskovermultiple sessionscratch paper, whiteboards, and/or assistive technology
devices may be collected at the end of each session, securely stored, and made
available to the student at the next performance task testing session. Once the
student completes thgerformance task, the scratch paper must be collected and
securely destroyed, whiteboards should be erased, and notes on assistive
technology devices ased to maintain test security

C.DESI GNATED SUPPORTS

What Are Designated Supports?

Designated supportseathoseaccessibilityfeatures available for use layy studentfor whom
the need has been indicated by an educator (or team of educators with parent/guardian and student).
If these supports are selected for use on statewide assessments, they shbelad@sistently
embedded and accessed i n $chresachievedby studént usingg s t|r
designated supports will be included for federal accountability purposes. It is recommended that a|
consistent process each districbe usedo determine these supports for individual students. All
educators making these decisions should be trdigdatieir School or District Administratoin

this determinatiorprocessand should be made aware of the raaugetype®f designated supports
available. Two general types of designated supportsideatified digitally-embedded and nen
embedded.

Designated supports need to be identified prior to assessment administration. Embedded and nor
embedded fqaports must be entered intdDE. Any nonembedded designated supports must be
acquired prior to testingith the assumption the student is using it duiirggruction

Who Makes Decisions About Designated Supports?

Informed adultdamiliar with the studerds strengths and areas of concerake decisions about
designated supports. l deal | vy, the decisions
characteristicsand supports thathave benefitedhe studentduring instruction and for other
assessmestParent andtadent inputinto thedecisionprocessparticularly for oldeistudents, is

also recommended.

1) EMBEDDED DESIGNATED SUPPORTS

a. Color Contrast
Enables students to adjust screen background or font color, based on student needs or
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preferences. Thimay include reversing the colors for the entire interface or choosing

the color of font and backi rounBlack on White YEIYReIaWEI0E; Medium Gray on

Light Gray; or [REGYEIREESIE:.

b. Masking
Masking involves blocking off content that is not of immedia¢éed or that may be
distracting to the student. Students are able to focus their attention on a specific part of
a test item by masking/asking allows students to hide and reveal individual answer
options, as well aagnd the context menu

c. Mouse Pointer ($ze & Color)
This embedded support allows the mouse pointer to be set to a largandfiador
the color of the mouse pointeto be changedlf a student uses this feature for
instructional purposeshe District Administrator (DA) shouldcontact theCSDE to
activatethis embeddediesignategupport.

d. Print Size Online
Printsize onlineallows the bnt siz viewedby thestudent in the Test DeliveryStem
to be preset for the entire test. THesignated suppoig generallymostbeneficialfor
studens with visual disabilities.Selections are entered in the TIDE system prior to

testing.
Smarter Balanced & Standard Science Connecticut Alternate Assessment
Levels Magnification Font Size Levels Magnification Font Size
LO-default 1X 14 LO-default 1X 18
L1 1.5X 21 L1 1.5X 27
L2 1.75X 24.5 L2 1.75X 31.5
L3 2.5X 35 L3 2.5X 45
L4 3X 42 L4 3X 54
L5 5X 70 LS 5X 90
L6 10X 140 L6 10X 180
L7 15X 210 L7 15X 270
L8 20X 280 L8 20X 360

e. Streamline
Thisfeature allows any tesh be presented without a split screen. Items are presented
sequentially below the stimuli.

f. Text-to-Speech(Mathematicsltems,ELA Items(NOT ReadingPassagef Science
ltems)
Allows text to be readaloud to the student via embedded #Exspeech(TTS)
technology. The student is able to control the speedell as raise or lower the volume
of the voice via a volume contralext-to-Speech is available facience,math, and
ELA items, not for ELA reading passages Currently, TTS is available only in
English.
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g.

Turn Off Any Universal Accessibility Tool

Allows for the dsablingof any universal tool that might be distracting or that students
do not need to use, or are unable to 8sedents who are eastlystractedwhether or

not designated as haviagtention difficulties or disabilities) may be overwhelmed by
some of the universal tools.

2) NON-EMBEDDED DESIGNATED SUPPORTS

a.

Amplification
The student adjusts the volume cort | beyond t h-msetingswysiogt er 0
headphones or other nembeddedievices.

Color Contrast

This support equiresthe Special Documented Accommodatiétrint on Demand
feature, and allowthe test content of online itente be printed with different colors.
Students with attention difficulties may need this support for viewing the test when
digitally-provided color contrasts do not meet their needs. Some students with visual
impairments or other print disabilities (including learning disabilities) also meg ne
this support. Choice of colors should densistent with the color the student accesses
during instruction

Color Overlay

Color transparencies are placed over a papevided assessmentStudents with
attention difficulties may need this support towieest content. This support also may

be needed by some students with visual impairments or other print disabilities
(including learning disabilities)The color overlay equiresthe Special Documented
Accommodation,Print on Demand or a Large Print Tesbd&let. Choice of color
should be informed by evidence oduring hos
instruction

Magnification Device

The size of specific areas of the screen (e.g., text, formulas, tables, graphics, and
navigation buttons) may beljasted by the student with an assistive technology device.
Magnification allows increasing the size to a level not provided for by the Zoom
universal toolStudents uskto viewing enlarged texigraphics, or navigation buttons

may need magnification to comfortably view content. This supportatsaymeet the

needs of students with visual impairments and other print disabilities. The use of this
designated support may result in the student needdditional overall time to
complete the assessment.

Noise Buffering

Ear mufflers, white noise, whisper phone, and/or otheipenentmay beused to block
external sounds.A student (not groups of students) wears equipment to reduce
environmental noises. &lents mayse these supports if they aegularly usediuring
instruction Students who use noise buffers will need headphones unless tested
individually in a separate setting.

Read Aloud (Mathematics Items, ELA Items, NOT Reading PassagesStandard
Sciencé

Text is read aloud to the student by a trained and qualified human reader who follows
the test administration manual, security proceduard theRead Aloud Guidelines
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All or portions of the content may be read aloud. Students who are struggling readers
may need assistance accessing the assessment by having all or portions of the
assessmeimixcluding the reading passagead aloud. This support also may be needed

by students with readingelated disabilities, or by students who are blind and do not
yet have adequate braille skills. If not used regularly during instruction, this support is
likely to be confusing and mampede the performance on assessments. Readers must
be provided to students on an individual basit to a group of students. A student
should have the option of asking a reader to slow down or repeat text. The use of this
support may result in the studemeeding additional overall time to complete the
assessment artde student will need to be tested in a separate setting.

g. Separate Setting
Students who are easily distractedwho may distract others ienvironments such as
in group testingmay need a®alternate location to be able to take the assessment. The
separate setting may be in a different room that allows them to work individually or
among a smaller group, or in the same rpbuat in a specific location (for example,
away from windows, doors,rgencil sharpeners, in a study carrel, with a whisper
phone, near the teacherods desk, or in
benefit from being in an environment that allows for movement, such as being able to
walk around. In some instancetjdents may need to interact with instructional or test
content outside of school, such as in a hospital or their home. A specific adult,
employed by the school atdined in a manner consistent with tressTAdministration
Manual (TAM), including securiyy procedures may act as test proctor (test
administrator)or the student.Some designated supportsamcommodationsequire
studens to be assessed individuallyhesestudentswould also require a separate
setting. Examples includstudents accessingd Read Aloud designated support or
accommodation, talking calculafar speecho-text.

h. Simplified Test Directions (Not Available for Science)
The test administrator simplier paraphrases the test directions found in the test
administration manual according to tBenplified Test Direitonsguidelines.

DADDI TI ONAL DEDSISGNAPTERTS FORSSTUD
| DENTI FI ED ASS LEENAXRNESR S

Programs of English language instruction help students who are English learners acquire the
necessary spoken and written English skills.

Both bilingual and ESL mgrams provide language supports to make instruction in English
understandable. A bilingual education progr
English for instruction in content areas, pursuant to Sectigli7&mf the C.G.S. while other

types of EL programs focus on developing English language proficiency across the content areas.

Many of thelanguage supports used in instructfon Englishlearnersare incorporatedh the
designatedsupports providean the Smarter Balanced aNdfsSSassessment&nglishLearner
Designatedupports for testing must be enterned IDE. The designated supports described below
are most beneficial to students identified as English learners [[oymed adultsincluding

E

a m
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English learnereducatosh o ar e f ami |l i ar with the sniakedent
decisions aboute provision of thesdesignated supportsike all designated support decisions,

the decisions arndeallymade by alleducatsr f ami | i ar wi t h t hireluding ud eI
English language proficien@andsupportghathave benefitethe student duringnstruction and

for other assessmentBarent andtadent input into thalecision procesparticularly for older
students, is also recommended.

1) EMBEDDED DESIGNATED SUPPORTS FOR ENGLISH LEARNERS

a. Translations-Math (Glossary)
The translated glossaries are provided in some languages for selected construct
irrelevant terms for math. Translatiofts these terms appear on the computer screen
when students click on them. Students may also select the audio icon next to the
glossary term and listen to the auddoarding of the glossary. This DesignategbSort
is intended as a language support fadstts who haverhited English language skills
whether or not they ar@lentified in PSISas ELs or ELs with disabilitiesThese
studentsmay use the translation glossary for specific math items. The use of this
support may result in the student needimglifonal overall time to complete the
assessment.

Languages currently supportédr Translation Glossaryincludesaudio): Arabic;
Burmese,Cantonese;Filipino (Tagalog & llokano); Korean; Mandarin; Punjabi;
Russian;Spanish;Ukrainian; andVietnamese

b. Translations-Math (Stacked (SpanishONLY includes directions in Spanish
Stacked translations are a language support availableefect Spanishspeaking
students. In a stacked translatitime full translation of each math test item appears
above the originatem in English Students caalsosee test directions in Spanistor
students whose primary language is not English and who use dual language supports in
the classroomthe use of tle stacked (dual language) translation may be appropriate.
This support should only be used for students who are proficient rea@ganishand
who are not proficient in English.Students must participate in thestatewide
assessmestegardless of thelanguageroficiency This support will increase reading
load and cognitive load. The use of this support may result in the student needing
additional overall time to complete the assessment.

2) NON-EMBEDDED DESIGNATED SUPPORTS FOR ENGLISH LEARNERS

a. Bilingual Dictionary (Science ONLY)
A bilingual/dual language wortb-word dictionarymay be an appropriate language
support br students whose primary language is not English and who use dysdgn
supports in the classroorBtudents participate in tressessment regardless ofithe
Englishlanguageproficiency. The use of this support may result in the student needing
additional overall time to complete the assessnigatssaries Authorizetbr Use by
English Language Learners on MCAS and PAR@Gvides potential resources for
wordttoowor d di cti onaries all owed on Connec

b. Native Language Reader Directions OnlyScienceONLY)
All testdirections may be read and clarifiedinEnglshr  t he st uden,t 6s
for EL students who have been identified as needing this support. -8emtifted or
certified staff person may administer thissignated support

t i

na
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http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/testadmin/lep-bilingual-dictionary.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/testadmin/lep-bilingual-dictionary.pdf

c. Read Aloud in Spanish(Math)
Spanish textor math items is read aloud to the student by a trained and qualified human
reader who follows the test administration manual, security procedamesthe
Guidelines for Spanish Read Aloud, Test Readeaders must be provided to students
on an individual basisiot to a group of studentStudents receiving thstacked
translationsgdesignatedsupport, and who are struggling reademnsay need assistance
accessing the assessment by having all or portions of the assessment read aloud. Thi
support also may beeeded bystudents with readintelated disabilities. If not used
regularly during instructin, this support is likely to be confusing and may impede the
performance on assessments. A student should have the option of asking a reader tg
slow down or repeat text.he use of this support may result in the student needing
additional overall time toaomplete the assessment and the student will need to be tested
in a separate setting.

d. Translation Glossary(Math) (Only Large Print Paper/Pencil Assessment
Translated glossaries are a language support. Translated glossaries are provided for
selected construdtrelevantmathterms Glossary terms are listed by item and include
the English term and its translated equivalent. Students who have limited English
language skills can use the translation glossary for specific items. The use of this
support may result in the student needing additional overall time to complete the
assessment.

Languages currently supported folon-Embedded Translatioridath (Glossary)
include: Arabic; Burmese,Cantonese; Filipino (Tagalog & Illokano)Korean;
Mandarin; Punjabj Russian; Spanish; Ukrainiamnd Vietnamese

e. Translations Test Directions(ELA Itemsand Math Items Not Available for
Science)
A PDF of directions translated @ach of the languages currently suppoftedEnglish
language arts and maith available A bilingual adult reads tthe student orif the
student is literate in the selected langydlgey may read the directions independently.
Students who have limitdgnglish language skills (whether or ndéntified asEL or
EL with disabilities) can use the translated test directions. The use of this support may
result in the student needing additional overall time to complete the assessmeazit
as a separateeing.

Languages currently supported for the NembeddedTranslation Test Directions
include:Arabic, BurmeseCantonesgDakotg Filipino (Tagalog & llokano) French
Haitian-Creole Hmong Japanesg Korean Lakotg Mandarin Punjabi Russian
Somalj Spanish;Ukrainian; Viethameseand Y upik.
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https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/Smarter_Balanced_Guidelines-Read-Aloud-Test-Reader-Spanish_082415.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/resources/translated-test-directions/
https://ct.portal.airast.org/resources/translated-test-directions/
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Arabic.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Cantonese.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Dakota.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Filipino_Tagalog_Ilokano.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_French.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_HaitianCreole.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Hmong.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Japanese.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Korean.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Lakota.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Mandarin.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Punjabi.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Russian.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Somali.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Ukrainian.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Vietnamese.pdf
http://ct.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/TestAdministrationDirections_Yupik.pdf

VII . GUI DELI NES FOR MAKI NG

ABOUAICCOMMODATI OSSAFBWI D
TESTI NG

I n this document, the term fit epsesentaiencrespomsed at|i
and other areas during test administration that provide equitable access during the assessment for

students with disabilities. These accommodations should not affect how scores are interpreted

(@)

Changes in test content mediefriaddtyi ame. coheastden

changes in test administration or content such that the resulting test scores cannot be interpreted i
the same way as scores from the original test administered in the standard manner.

1 Presentation Supports andAccommodations- Allow students to access informatior
in ways that do not require them to visually read standard print. These alternate n
of access are auditory, multisensory, tactile, and visual.

1 Response Supports and Accommodations Allow students to complete activities
assignments, and assessments in different ways, or to solve or organize problems
some type of assistive device or organizer.

1 Other Supports and Accommodations- Allow students the use of neembedded
materialsor devices.

A.GENERAL | NFORAMBAOUTONACCOMMODATI ON

Both constitutional and statutory laws have shaped policy regarding the testing of students with
disabilities. The 1th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution is viewed as being particularly relevant

to asessment issues. Specifically, the 14th Amendment guarantees equal protection under the law

which, in the educational domain, translates into a guarantee of equal educational opportunity.
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the AmericansDigibilities Act of 1990 are

civil rights statutes that prohibit discrimination and guarantee access and equity. Together, theseg
acts entitle students with disabilities to participate in, and receive the benefits to be derived from,
statewide testing effts.

Accommodations provided to a student during statewide testing must be accommodations
providedduringclassroom instruction and other assessments given throughout the school year. It
is critical to note that although some accommodations may be afgteofor instructional use,

they may not be appropriate for use on a standardized assessment. There may be consequeng
(e. g., invalidating a studentds test scor e
assessments. It is very important for edusato become familiar with state policies regarding
accommodations during statewide assessments.
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Typically, accommodation use does not begin and end in school. Students who use
accommodations will generally need them at home, in the community, in postsgceducation
and at work. Accommodations for instruction and assessment should be integrally intertwined.

Accommodations for test administration are provided to allow students with disabilities the
opportunity to demonstrate their aptitude actiievement in testing situations rather than reflect
their impairments. Although test accommodations provide students with an equal opportunity to
demonstrate their skills and knowledge, they do not guarantee egt@mes. Again, an
appropriate or reasable accommodation should not interfere with the use of interpretation of a
st udent acommaedations for. testing in Smarter Balanced BIGES Science must be
enteredn TIDE, while azcommodations fothe ConnecticutSAT School Day are requestéy

the SSD Coordinatortil{e designatedpberson in a schodbr coordinating all activities around
accommodatiorjsthrough theColle ge  Boar dés Services for Stu

online system

BWHO MAY RECECOMM@DATI ONS?

1) Students Who Receive Special Education Services
Accommodations are available for the Smarter Baland&5S Science ConnecticutSAT
School Day and ConnecticutAlternateAssessments The studentds | EP
accommodationswill be used during testingand should generally reflect similar

accommodations needed for instruction. The decisions regarding accommodations are made

by thePPTmembersand should noteflectindividuakteacher decisions made immediately
before or during teshdministration. These accommodations should be recommended by a
student 6s t eac hethsPPT membecsnashet ratioaate ifoothe decisibnh

should be documented in the studentodddan | EP|

TIDE (for the Smarter Balanced and NGSS Scienceor Col | ege Bfordhed 6 s
ConnecticutSAT SchoolDayAccommodati ons i ndi catveleltoi n a
students eligible for the CTAAnd CTAS within the test and do not need to be indicated in
TIDE.

Allowable accommodations for special education studgatdicipating in theSmarter
Balanced and NGSS Scierae outlingl in this section$ection M), while accommodations
related to the&€onnecticutSAT School Dayare outlined in Section VIII.

2) Students ldentified as DisabledJnder Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973
Accommodations are available for the Smarter Balan&dndardNGSS Science and
ConnecticutSAT School Dayas ses s ment s. TPlae musttspedifg which s 5
accommodations will be used during testing and should generally reflect similar
accommodations needed fostruction The decisions regarding accommodationsnaaele
by the 504 planning team and should meflect individuatteacher decisions made
immediately before or during test administration. These accommodations should be
recommended by a st ud ehebd® planhireg teandnd thesratihale ¢ o n
for the decision shoul d Plen THesecaoconemodatods aie n
also documented in TIDEf or t he Smarter Balanced and N
SSD system (for thedhnecticutSAT School Day).
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https://ct.portal.airast.org/
https://www.collegeboard.org/students-with-disabilities/ssd-online
https://www.collegeboard.org/students-with-disabilities/ssd-online

Allowable accommodatius for students/ith 504 Plans participating in the Smarter Balanced
and NGSS Sciencare outline in this sectiorséction VI), while accommodations related to
the ConnecticuSAT School Day are outlined in Section VIII.

3) Students Identified as English Leaners with Disabilities
Accommodations are available for the Smarter Balan&dndardNGSS Science and
Connecticut SAT Schoday forastuden who isan English learneaind also identified as a
student with a disability. These students would requian active IEP or 504 Plan,
documenting their needs for instruction and assessment as an English &atraerwell as a
student with disabilitiesAccommodations should generally reflect similar accommodations
needed for instruction and be documentethélEP or 504 Plan.

4) Students with Temporary Disabling Conditions - Broken Fingers, Arms, Shoulders,or
Concussionsetc.
A student who is injured (broken arms, shoulder, fingemacussios, etc.) in the days just
before or during test administration has a temporary disability naag be eligible for
accommodations under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. This determination of
temporary disability is made by a 504 planning team ateeting in which the injury is
documented, the student is determined eligible for Section 504 status, and a plan is developec
outlining the accommodations necessary, if any, for the student to participate in instructional
activities and the statewidesassment. Once identified as eligible for Section 504 status,
students with broken fingers, arms, showder concussionstc., are allowed to use a variety
of accommodations. In many casdslaying testing until later in the test window allows the
swdling to go down sufficiently so that the students can still type responses in spite of a cast,
splint, etc. In other instances, as the students become adjusted or acclimated to a cast, splin
etc., they find creative ways to perform routine tasks, imetudroviding a typed response on
the testln exceptional circumstancabere may be a student whose temporary disabilities are
such that the allowable supports and accommodations listedsimldbumentmay not be
sufficient t o meneddsforthesummativd assessment. lotheserttasas,
District Administratorshould contact thBerformance Officat 8660713-686Q

CALLOWABAECOMMODATI ONPEEORLSEDUCATI
AND 504 STUDENTS

All studentstaking the Smarter BalancathdNGSSSciencesummativeassessmestre allowed
theuseof various accessibility tooldoth embedded and neembeddegdwhen appropriate for the
content aredest they are taking. All students are also alloweckss to designated supports if a
determinatonhab e en made t hr o u grofiledn thEstsectibpaccormnsodatioase d s
are discussethatare allowed only for students with disabilities with an IEP or SectiorP$

Eligible students participating in the Connecticut Alternate Assess(@dmA) for English

language arts and math, as well as @ennecticutAlternate Science(CTAS) should use
accommodations described in their IpRvided by thetrained TEA in accordance with the
appropriate testing manuyalirections for test administratipandrequiredannualtraining.

)

[
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1) EmbeddedAccommodations for Students with Disabilitiesor a 504 Plan

a. American Sign LanguageVideo (ELA -Listening only, and Mathematics) (Not
available for NGSSScience)
Test contentin Smarter Balanced Assessneig translated into an American Sign
Language (ASL) video. The ASL human signer and the signed test content are viewed on
the same screen. Students may view portions of the ASL video as often as needed. Some
students who are deaf or hard of heariagd wlo typically use ASL. may need this
accommodation when accessing tbased content in the assessment. The use of this
accommodation may result in the student needing additional overall time to complete the
assessment. For many studemt® are deaf or hardf hearing, viewing signs is the only
way to access information presented orally. It is important to note, however, that some
students who are hard of hearing will be able to listen to information presented orally if
provided with appropriate amplificaticand a setting in which extraneous sounds do not
interfere with clear presentation of the audio presentation in a listening test.

b. Braille:
- Refreshable Braille Devices (Not available for NGSS Science Connecticut SAT
School Day or Alternate Assessments
In the Smarter Balanced Assessmbéndjlleis a raiseetlot code that individuals read with
their fingertips.For all tests contracted and nenontracted braille is available; Nemeth
code is available for math. More informatic available at:Technical Specifications
Manual for Online Testingnd Technology Requirements for T-8xtBraille. Permissive
mode must be indated within the TIDE system txcess this accommodation.

- Braill e Transcript (ELA Listening Passages)
A braille transcript of the closed captionirggavailablefor the listening passagef the
ELA assessmein the following braille codes

1 English Braille, American EditiorEHBAE) uncontractegdand

1 EBAE contractedNote that this presentation of Braille will be phased and no
longer available othe Smarter BalanceAssessments beginning in the 22120
school year)

- Braille Embosser(Not Available for Science)

This presentation accommodatiam the Smarter Blanced Assessmeiprrovides the
graphic material (e.g., maps, charts, graphs, diagrams, and illustrations) in a raised format
(paper or thermoform)-or all tests, contracted and Roontracted braille is available;
Nemeth code is available for math. More information is availableTathnical
Srecifications Manual for Online Testingnd Technology Requirements for T-&x

Braille. Permissive mode must be indicated within the TIB¥stem to access this
accommodation.

c. Closed Captioningfor ELA Listening (Grades 38)
This accommodation provides printed English text on the computer screen while audio
materials are presented. Students who are deaf or hard of hearing and who tymieatly ac
information presenteauditorily by reading words that appear in synchrony with the audio
may benefit from this accommodation.

d. Text-to-Speech for ELA Reading Passagd&rades 38)
This accommodation allows the reading passadgelse read aloud to the student via
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https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/CT_Tech_Specs_Manual_2018-2019.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/CT_Tech_Specs_Manual_2018-2019.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/Braille_Reqs_Manual_2017-2018.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/CT_Tech_Specs_Manual_2018-2019.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/CT_Tech_Specs_Manual_2018-2019.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/Braille_Reqs_Manual_2017-2018.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/Braille_Reqs_Manual_2017-2018.pdf

2) Non-EmbeddedAccommodations for Students with Disabities or a 504 Plan
a.
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embedded textio-speech technologyrhis accommodation isnty for students irGrades
3-8 with a documented print disalylj or for blind studentsvho do not yet have adequate
braille skills Information on selectinghis accommodation foappropriate students is
foundin The Smarter Balanced Guidelines for Choosliegtto-Speech or Read Aloud
Textto-speech for ELA reading passages is not availablerigti€hlearnerqunless the
EL student has an IEP or 5(an). The textto-speechfor ELA reading passages
accommodation is intended for a small group of studdrite Text-to-Speech and Rea
Aloud Decision Guideline201819 form must be submitted tthe CSDE prior to testing
for each student being provided this accommodation. Wkghto-speech is used,
appropriate headphones must be available to the student, unless the student is tested
individually in a separate setting.

100s Number Table(Smarter Balanced Math Grades 48)

A paperbased table listing numbers frorml@0 is available from Smarter Balanced for
reference.Students with visual processingr spatial perception needsay find this
beneficial, as documented in their IEP or $0dn The 100s Number Table.

Abacus(Mathematic9
This tool may be useih place of scratch paper for students who typically use an abacus
during instruction as documented . Ths t he

accommodation is only avable for the Smarter Balancedakhematicassessment.

Alternate Response OptiongSmarter Balanced and NGSS Science)

Alternate response options inclydaeut are not limited toadapted keyboards, large
keyboards, StickyKeys, MouseKeys, FilterKeys, adapted mouse, touch screen, head wand,
and switches. Students with some physical digasl{including both fine motor and gross
motor skills) may need to use the alternate response options accommodation to access th
Smarter Balancedssessmestand NGSS Scienc&ome alternate response options are
external devices that must be pluggednd &e compatible with the assessment delivery
platform. Thereforgit is very important to use the devices with the Smarter Balanced
Practice Site to ensure compatibility and provide more familiarity for testing for the
student. Permissive mode must beicated within the TIDE system to access this
accommodationThese accommodations would be documented in the studER or
Section 504 Plan.

Braille Booklet (ELA, Math , and NGSSSciencé

This accommodation is a fixddrm testbooklet that provideall content inbraille. It is
typically used by students who have visual disabilities. Contractezharontracted forms
may be selectedsee TIDE Test Settings for optiondote that EBAE contracted and
uncontracted will not be available on the Smarter Bzdd Assessments after the 2018
school year.

11

Braille Supplementd Math Booklet for Online Fixed-Form Test

This accommodation is a fixddrm of the Smarter BalancetMathematics Assessment
that providesll contentasembossed item&Vhen this option is selectethestudentwill
no longer access tlmambedded brailléorm, which is adaptableSee TIDE Test Settings
for options.

SpecializedCalculator (Mathematics Grade 6-8; Science Grades 5, 8, & 11



https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/Smarter_Balanced_guidelines-for-choosing-tts-or-read-aloud-in-grades-3-8_071315.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/TTS-Decision-Guidelines-2019-MASTER.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/TTS-Decision-Guidelines-2019-MASTER.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/0006935-Smarter-Balanced-Hundreds-Number-Table.pdf

This nonembedded calculatas for studentgequiring aspeciaized calculator, such as a
braille calculator or a talking calculat@s described in their IEP or Section 504 P@are
must be taken to ONLY prode it for the Smarter Balancedathematics calculator
allowed items in Grade6-8. The specialized calculator is available as needeN@&8S
Science items in Grades 5,&81d11.

. Large Print Booklet

This accommodation is a fixedrm testbooklet that provides enlarged content. It is
typically used by students who have visual disabilit®sidents using this accommodation
will not have access to the adaptive version of the assesammiay requireadditional
time for the assessmeiithese students are typically supported with Langet Br visual
supportdocumentedn their IEP or Section 504 Plan.

. Multiplication Table (Smarter BalancedMath Grades 4-8)

A paperbased single digit (9) multiplication tableis available for students in Grades 4

8 for the Smarter BalancddathematicsAssessment. This tool may be used for reference
by students with an IEP or 584andocumenting the need for this accommodation. These
students typically denmstrate a persistent calculation disability (i.e., dyscalculia)

Print on Demand

The print-onrdemand accommodatiomay only be provided through th&pecial
Documented Accommodations Petition Proced@@mne students with disabilities may
need paper copies of either passages/stimuli and/or items. Armatypercentage tésted
students neethis accommodation. The use of this accommodation may result in the
student needing additional time to compldie issessment. Permissive mode must be
indicated within the TIDE system to access this accommodation.

Read Aloud (Grades Smarter Balanced ELA Reading Passage8)

Thereadaloud accommodatiorfor ELA readingpassagefor students in Grades&@may

only be provided through th&pecialDocumentedAccommodation®etition Procedure

Text is read alouth Englishto thestudentby a trained and qualified human reader who
follows theGuidelines for Read Aloud, Test Rega@ard who has submitted a sigrieead
Aloud Protocol for Smarter Balanced Assessments Security/Confidentiality Agreement
Form. All or portions of the content may be read aloRéading passageof the ELA
assessment mdoe read aloutb students inGrades3-8 with a documented print disalyli

or blind studentsvho do not yet have adequate braille skillsese students muse tested
individually. In addition, theDecision Guidelines for Texb-Speech of the Smarter
Balanced Reading Passagesist be submitted tthe CSDE prior to testing for each
student being provided this accommodatibimese students must have an approved Special
Documented Accommodation Petiticgpproved prior to testing. (See the Special
DocumentedAccommodationPBetition Proceduresn Appendix B

. Scribe

The accommodation fothe provision of a scribe requirethe Special Documented
Accommodationdetition Procedurdor students taking the Smarter Balanced or NGSS
Assessmentd eachers must be trained and comple&Stribe Protocol provided bythe
CSDE when the special accommodation tpeti permission has been approvédhis
accommodation allowswdentgo dictate their responses to a qualified person who records
verbatim what they dictatélhese students may have significant processing or motor
difficulties requiring a scribe for lengthy responses in instruction and asses3inisnt.
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http://airastct.solodev.net/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/MULTIPLICATION-TABLE-1-9.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/Smarter_Balanced_read-aloud-guidelines_063017.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/TTS-Decision-Guidelines-2019-MASTER.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/TTS-Decision-Guidelines-2019-MASTER.pdf

accommodation may resulh the student needing additional time to complete the
assessment.

I. Sign Language forTest Items(NGSSSciencé
The sign language accommodatitor the StandardNGSS Scienceassessmendllows a
gualified test administrator to sigime test directions orsecontento a student who is deaf
or hard of hearingStudents are tested individually anfinecessarya sign language
interpreter may assist in test administration fpviding directionsand clarifying
information as allowed imeStandardNGSSSci ence Test Examiner 0

m. Speechto-Text (Voice-Recognition Sofware)
The speechkto-text or voicerecognition softwae accommodatiorallows students to use
their voices as input devices to the computer, to dictate respong@ge commands (e.g.,
opening application programs, pulling down menus, and saving watkdents usgheir
own assistive technology devi¢&gich generally include a microphone and headphones
Typically, students who have motor or processing disabilities (such as dystexjajise
this accommodation and find it benefici8tudents neetb be familiar with the software,
and have had many opportunities to usduting instruction Speecko-text software
requiresthat students know writing conventigrsd that they have the review and editing
skills thus experience with tisiaccommodatioprior to testings essential. Whestudents
use their own assistive technology devices, all assessment contsinbedeleted from
these devices aftéestingfor security purpose®ermissive mode must be indicated within
the TIDE system to access this accommodation.

DENTERITNEGGRELATBEDPPORTS AND
ACCOMMODATI ONS

All designated supportandaccommodations recommended for studémt&rades 38 and 11,
identified as special education, Section 39U, or EL with disabilitiesmust be enteredn TIDE
test settinggrior to testing.

Students in Grade 11 participating in the Connecticut SAT SchodDay assessment who are
identified as a student with a disability and/or an Englisiearner utilizing an accommodation
are enteredintotheCo |l | ege Bo ar d dents itk Disabilites (SSOf) anline sydtemnd

For questions about the entry of test settings in THR&College BoardSSDonline systemor
the Data Entry Interfacecontact the Student Assessment Office at BE®68590r 866 713-6837.

EESELECTARBROPRIRASE DES

I AT RD SS ORP (
ACCOMMODATI O

GN
N S

Deriving useful and meaningful interpretations from student responses is a major goal of any
testing program. No designated support or accommodation should interfere with the accurate
interpretation ofa score. Professional judgment and experience play important roles in any
decision concerning which support or accommodation is needed, the extent to which it is needed
and for which student should be employed.isted below are some general guidelif@sthe
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PPT, 504 teamor Englishlearner team to consider in determining designated supports or
accommodations for testing each student.

1T Does the designated support or accom
weakness, rather than thategory of disability or language proficiency? (For examp
not all students with learning disabilities have reading problems and, therefore, n
require that the math test be read to them.)

M Does the student 6s | EP oeroraSimitat acconmnmodatiod
during instructiof?

1 Does the student use this designated support or accommodation regularly ¢
classroom activities?

1 Is the student sufficiently skilled to use this designated support or accommodation
ease or will it serve as an impediment? This question is especially pertinent W
considering the digital environment and the use of technology or assistive techn
devices. (For example, if a student is allowed to usettegpeech, but has not
experienced a digitatoice during classwork, this accommodation may hamper his or
performance.)

1 Is the designated support or accommodation necessary for this child? (For exam
student with a visual impairment who reads well may not need math problems re
him or rer, but may require streamline view to better navigate enlarged text.)

FEVI DENCE OF TFHER NSEUEPDP ORT S D
E

AN
ACCOMMODATIFONRS STAT EAWBSDEES SMENT S

During the $ecial Documented AccommodationPetition Process, Assessment Eligibility
Processes opther Focus Monitoringactivities representatives from th€onnecticutState
Department of Educatidmave the abilityo view information related to instruction and assessment
thatincludes evidence related tmstruction and assessment, and student@tgpExamples of
evidence include present levels of performance, goals and objectives, the provision of supports
communication or access supports and accommodatsuth as signing, use of assistive
techhology, read alouyar a scribeThis evidence igypically described within the IEP and on page

8, within the Section 504 Plamand within the documentation of annual reviews for English
Learnersas well as other ate and district documentation.

Similarly students with significant cognitive disabilities participating in the Connecticut Alternate
AssessmenbBystemtypically receiveextensivesupports and accommodations during instruction.
Teachers also design their instruction to be more accessible throtighsvatrategies and
scaffolding.When test items were desigrfed both alternate assessmetitsywere developed to
incorporate the typical scaffolding teachers provielgularly in their classroomdherefore, the
expectation for students participatinghe alternate assessment system is for any accommodation
to be clearly defined within the IEfh Page 8andalso applied to the testing environment
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G.SPECI AL CONSINBE®RRTA®OSEISSMEN

1)

2)

3)

4)
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StudentsWho are Present but Do Not Take the Test

Somestudents are present in school during the testing windoixfor any number of reasons
do not take the test. These students may or may not have disallitiese limited Englis
proficiency.

Students with serious emotional and behavicoalcernften are among the most difficult to
test. Even with suitablsupport andaccommodations and individual administration, students
sometimes refuse to be tested become agitated or disruptive to the point that testing for
these students is not appropriatéf a student reaches thispoint, particularly if the
environment becomes unsafe for the student or othertesting must be stopped.

Test Exami soetliné Sratédiasnfar préparing and reassuring students prior to test
administration in an effort to reduce anxiety and promote full participation. There are instances
in which the student firefuseso to aoretme att
desk without disrupting other students.

Reluctant Students

In other situations, a student reluctantly begins the test and then becomes impatient or
frustrated, but does not disturb other studertte. test examiner should encourage student

to continue the tesThe student may resume testing at a later tint&ff@rentday. The student

may decide to attempt the test later in the same session. The student will receive a score base
on the numbr of itemscompleted

StudentsWho Become Agitatedor Disruptive

In those circumstances where the student becomes emotionally agitated and/or disruptive, he

or she should be promptly removed from the class if being tested in a group. If the student is
being tested individually, the student should be mrediwith a break. An attempt should be
made to reassure the student and continue testing. If, however, it is apparent that the studen
cannot continue, the test admi njospausesthetest ma
and remove the studeinom the test setting for the time remaining in the particular test period.

If the studentdoes not finish testinduthas attemptetb respond to some itemihe student

will receive a score based on the number of iteomspleted If the student did rnattempt any
itemspl ease refer the sect i o,ButDoNolTake thégiTedt.ud e n

In all the examples provided, every reasonable effort should be made to encourage the
student to complete the tesbn which he or sheis working.

Accommodation Provision Error

A st u PRTstredmnsible for determinintpe support(s)and/oraccommodationjsa
studentreceiving special education servicgsould have during statewide testingPrior to
testing it is essential that all proctors aa@are ofall supports andccommodations the student
should receive for each of the stdss. Likewise, it is critical that the teacher administering
the test ensure that the supports and accommodations are availalbilepanly pvorking at the
time of testing. Teachers administering the Smarter Balanced Assessments and NGSS Scienc
will use the Test Administrator Interface to verify the provision of these accommodations prior
to approving the st et should@atachthesDéssict Audenimistrator T h ¢
immediately if there are any question about the accommodation or support. Sinfilarly, i

d
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studentwas not givertheir IEP mandategduppor{s) andor accommodatiofs), or receiveda
supportandor accommodationn error, the DA must be contacted immediately as this is a
serious breachThe DA mustthen contactthe Performance Officemmediatelythrough the
appealprocess to ensure all students are tested accuratetyDA should also contact the
District Director of Special Education and the parent/guardvlien testing is compromised
due to a misadministration of accommodations and/or assessment(s).

If a student refuseke support(sccommodation(s) during testing, a district is encouraged to
documenthis refusa] communicate as needed with the parant keephis informationin

the st udent 6 s may bel important Hor sletermining appropriagipports and
accommodations for this student in the future.

HADDI TI ONAL COINSONERRAEL APRDVTOI NG
DESI GNATED SWHNPPORCGMMODATI ONSG DURI
ASSESSMENT

1) Planning for Test Day

2)

Once decisions have been made about providésighated supports aadcommodations to
meet individual student needs, the logistics of providing the actual accomomsddtiring
state and district assessments must be mapped out. It is not uncommon for membBRDf the
(most often special education teachets be given the responsibility for arranging,
coordinatingand providing assessment accommodations for alestis who may need them.
Thus, it is essential for aPPT members to know and understand the requirements and
consequences of district and state assessments, including the use of accommodations. It is
important to engage the appropriate personnel, inofugiaraprofessiongldo plan the
logistics and provisions of assessment accommodations on test day. Prior to the day of a test,
be certain that test coordinators and test examiners know what accommodations each student
will be using and how to administémem properly. For example, test coordinators and test
examiners need to know which studentay needextra time to complete the teso that
separate test settings may be arranged for those students. Staff administering accommodations
such as reading to a student, must adhere to the specific guidelines in this document so that
student scores are valid.

Administering Assessmentsvith Accommodations
State and local laws and policies specify practices to assure test security and the standardized
and ethical administration of assessments. €estdinators, test examinerand all staff
membersinvolved in test administration must adhem these policies. The Code of
Professional Responsibilities in Educational Measurement (NCME, 1888ps that test
examiners and others involved in assessments must

1 take appropriate security precautions before, during, and after the administratien
assessment;

1 understand the procedures needed to administer the assessment prior to administ|

I National Council on Measurement in Educati¢i®95. Code of Professional Responsibilities in Educational
MeasurementWashington, DC: Author.
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9 administer standardized assessments according to prescribed procedures and ¢ol
and notify appropriate persoel if any nonstandard or delimitingpnditions occur;

1 awid any conditions in the conduct of the assessment that might invalidate the res

provide for and document all reasonable and allowable accommodations fc
administration of the assessmenstaodentsvith disabilities or special needs; and

1 avoid actions or conditions that would permit or encourage individuals or grouj
receive scores that misrepresent their actual levels of attainment.

3)

4)

5)

6)

Failure to adhere to these practices may constitute iaréggtlarity or a breach of test secuyity
and must be reported immediately to the Student Assessment Of8&® @13-6860 and
investigated accding to state testing policies.

Ethical Testing Practices

Ethical testing practices must be maintained dutime administration of a test. Unethical
testing practices relate to inappropriate interactions between test examiners and students takin
the testandinclude changing the content by paraphrasing or offering additional information,
coaching students dug testing, editing student responsesgiving clues in any way.

Standardization

Standardizatioms theadherence to uniform administration procedures and conditions during
an assessmernwhichis an essential feature of educational assessrardsis ecessary to
produce comparable information about student learning. Strict adherence to guidelines
detailing instructions and procedures for the administration of accommodations is hecessary to
ensurghattest results reflect actustudent learning.

Test Security
Test securityrefers tomaintainng the confidentiality of test questions and answers, and is

critical in ensuring the integrity and validity of a test. Test security can become an issue when
accessible test formats are used (dogille, largeprint), or when someone other than the
student is allowed to see the test (e.g., interpreter, reab@rensure test security and
confidentialiy, test administrators need i) keep testing materials in a secure plaqgeévent
unauthorized accesg) keep all test content confidential and refrain from sharing information

or revealing test content with anygm@d 3) retn all materials as instructed.

Commecticutédés Test Security Policy

The StandardNGSS and AlternateScience the Smarter Balancedssessmesf and the
Connecticut SATAdministrationManuals contain specific instructions that proctors must follow

to ensure security and validitfherefore, it isessentiathat eachest examiner review the test
administration manual for assessmept®r to administering any part of the Connecticut
statewide assessment¥iolation of test security is a serious matter with-rizaching
consequences. Breaches of test security include, but are not limipgwtographinglopying

of test materials, failig to return test materials, coaching students, giving students answers,
and/ or changing students6é answers. Such ag
di strictdés student test scor es, lactbhaganstfhé¢ i on
individuals committing the breach. A breach of test security may be dealt with as a violation of
the Code of Professional Responsibility for Teachers, as well as a violation of other pertinent
state and federal law and regulation. The Conndcfitate Department of Education will
investigate all such matters and pursue appropriate falfpaction. Any person found to have

O
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breached the security of the test system may be subject to sanctions including, but not limited to,
disciplinary action bya local board of education, the revocation of Connecticut teaching
certification ty the ConnecticutState Board of Educatiorsge Section 245b(m) of the
Connecticut General Statufeand civil liability pursuant to federal copyright law.
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VIll. DESCRIPTION OF THE CONNECTICUT
SAT SCHOOL DAYSUPPORTS AND
ACCOMMODATIONS

A.GENERAL | NFORAVBAOUTHNE CONNECTI CUT
SCHOOL DAY

The Connecticut SAT School Day provided throughCollege Boardin partnership with the
CSDE, is the required state assessment for mathematics and ELA foibadl pchool students
in Grade 11 excepthose special education students with significagnitive disabilities who
meet eligibility criteria to participateitheConnecticut Alternatdssessment System

B.ELI GI BIFLORKIOINNECTI EANT SCHOOL DAY
ACCOMMODATI ONS

Students eligible to receive accommodations on the Connecticut SAT School Day are those
students who have activelndividualized Education Program (IEP). The IEP,among other
things, defines what services are provided to students with disabititasding how they may

best accesstatewide assessmeniie other group of students who may receive accommodations
are those with &ection 504 Planwhich also documents what needs these students may require.
Studentsidentified as Englishlearners, whomay or may nohave an IEP or Section 5@&¥an,

may also qualify for specific supports during testing.

C.APPLYI|I NGCFORAT SCHOOAC WMMODATI ONS

All request applicationfor accommodationgexcept theTranslated TestDirections, Native
Language ReadeandBilingual Word to Word Glossary) for the Connecticut SAT School Day

are requested throughtieo | | ege Boardés Services for Stu
systemby theSSD Coordinator (the key person in a schoabordinating all activitieselated to
accommodtons). The SSD Coordinator mubie registereé@nd assigned the user role %D
Coordinator at the schoolleelhn r ough t h e C odystertgeanterBiacammddatonsS S D
in the SSD online system. Ne®SD Coordinators may regqister online@ become a SSD
Coordinator.

The Services for Students with Disabiliti€SSD Coordinatorsmay access the SSD online
dashboardwhich provides a list of students who have bpesviouslyregistered with College
Board for accommodations. This includes

1 those students who have been approved in the past who will be allowed to continue using
their accommodationdNpEte: eligibility isbased on appropriatcumentatiofn anactive
IEP or Section 504 Plan)

S/

de
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1 thosestudents whinave been recently approved
1 thosestudents who have accommodation requ&tsitpending; and in some cases,
1 thosestudents who have requetitat have not beespproved.

In most casethe SSD Coordinator will receive approval for accommodations prior to the primary
test date. All accommodations for students must indicate approval in the SSD onlinebgfetem

the studenparticipates in th€onnecticuSAT Sdool Daywith accommodationd he st uden
school documentation, such as their IEP or Section 504 Plan, provides the parental approval

to apply for accommodations; therefore no additional forms are required to be sent to the
College Board.However,ifast udent 6 s st a tasitle testelagapgpmahppasen d i n
contact the CSDE. If an accommodation request is rejected, please contact the CSDE.

In rare situations, the SSD system will request additional documentaddiowever, NO
documentation isequired for the Connecticut SAT School Ddw. this case, upload the
ConnecticutSAT _SSD _Forminto the SSD Online Dashboard to override the system. This will
movethe request into the Do ¢ u me n t staRigAdditienalty, S Coordinatoranay be
asked to verify through-mail or phone call with CSDE staff to determine the validity of an
accommodation request based on a students documented needs

All accommodationgor students with an IEP or 504 Plartustbe submitted throughé SSD
Online SystenbetweenDecember 5, 2018 and February 5, 2019 late request isgssible for
specific situations with an extension urfgbruary 19, 2019 Contact the CSPE or the SAT
School Day Customer Support at 85636387 for the accommodation requests made after this
date.

DTYPES OF ACCOON®DATI

Below is a chart of the most common accommodations availabletddentswith an IEP or
Section 504 Plan

1

Abacus 1 Noise Buffering
I American Sign Language 1 Reader
(ASL)- test directions only 1 Scribe
T Braile I Signed Exact Englistest directions and test
I Color Overlay content
1 Computer 1 Speecho-Text (CB Assistive Technology)
1 Extra/Extended Breaks 1 4 Function Calculator
1 Large PrintBooklet I Textto-Speech for all test content (CB MP3
1 Magnification Device audio)
1 Modify Setting 1 Time Extension 50% or 100%
f  Multiplication table 1 Examples of common accommodations, the li

is not exhaustive
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Time Extensions

There are some important considerations when determining the néBEch®Extensionon the
Connecticut SAT School Day

T

There aretwo options for extended time, S@ercentor 100 percent The 100percent
extended timeequires that you test oveiwo days. How may this requirement impact the
student?

Students with extended timeust bdestedseparatly from thoseestedwith standard time.
Theymust remain in the room for the entire designated extendeddiran if they have
completed the testWhat impact might this have on yosatudent and their behavior,
especially those whmay become anxious or frustrated becausieedf disability or needs?

Also consider, students who leave early from their extended time will not have their test
scored.

Students approved for time extension will automatically receive extra breaks so there is no
need to ask for breaks as a separateramodation.

Consider thestudend sieedsin terms of cognitive or physical load in completing a
standardized timed test. Is this stud@teiving time extension regularly for instruction or
on districtwide assessmefis the time extension beneficial ttee student?

A determination regarding time extension is subject specific. For example does the student
require time extension fdeévidenceBased Reading/Writing, Math, or both t&sWhat
student evidence supports this option?

If a studentequires the e@commodation of Auman signerlease contact Deirdre Duchariate
8607136859 to discuss the individual student needs to access the assessment.

EACCOMMODATI ONSNGREOBHE LEARNERS

Grade 1EL studentparticipating in the Connecticut SAT School Dagpermitted the following
supports

T

Written translated directions (available in 14 languagas)oe accesseth theCSDEWeb

site and DO NOT require that the SSD Coordinator request them on the SSD
Accommodation Welsite. Oncedranslated directions asownloaded, a proctor who is
familiar with that language can read the directimnthe student, atheycan be provided
directly to that studd.

A native language readean be provided ia student needke translation of test directions

for a language other thahoselisted for the reading dest directions and a school has a

Native Language Readeavailable who speaks that languaglee native reader must be a

staff member of that school or distri¢here isSNO requirement that the SSD Coordinator
request this othe SSD Accommodation Wedite.

A Bilingual Wordto-Word Glossaryis permittedfor EL students. Students using this
support should be using College Board approvewordto-Word Glossary (without
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definitions) on a regular basfer instruction There is NO requirement that the SSD
Coordinator request this on the SSD Accommodation $itebAlink to the College Board
approvedvord-to-word glossaries is available.

1 A 50% Time Extensionfor EL students. The SSD Coordinator MUST request this on the
State Allowed portion of th&€SD OnlinebetweenJanuary 25, 2019 and Februaryl9,
2019 This supportis availableonly for the Connecticut SAT School Day and will not
transfer over to any other College Board teRefer to Page & time extension
considerations.

No need to submit request on the SSD  Applicable only for

Website: ConnecticuSAT School
1 Written Test Direction: Albanian, Day. Sme.'t LI s
Arabic, BengaliChinese/Mandarin, SSD website:
Gujarti, Haitian Creole, Hindi, Polish § Time Extension
Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, Urdt 50% extended time
Vietnamese

1 Native Language Readdest
directions only

1 Bilingual Wordto-Word Glossaryn:
Languages above plus Bosnian,
French, Somali, Italian, Cambodian
(Khmer), Burmese, German, Hmonc
Japanese, Korean, Nepali, Punjabi,
Romanian, Swahili
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APPENDI X A

MEDI CAL EXEMPTI ON

Students with Temporary Medical Conditions Attending School

Every year during statewide testing, there are cases of students with various medical conditions
thateffect their ability to participate in testing. In some cases, the student may have amaode fro
medical professional stating that the student should be excused from participating in testing. State
law stipulates that all public school students in the specified grades who receive educational
services must padipate in statewide assessngent

Insome cases, a student may have beemayi nj u
temporarily impact his or her ability to complete the {ess., broken hand or arm, concussion)
Under the law there is no exemption from administering the statewidettethese students.
Therefore, to test the injured student, the first option would be to delay testing until later in the test
administration window to give theudent enough time to recover.

A student who is injured in the days just before or dutegj administration has a temporary
disability, and may be eligible for accommodations under Section 504. This determination of
temporary disability is made by a 5@anning Team at a meeting in which the injury is
documented. If the student is determiredjible for Section 504 status, a plan is developed
outlining the accommodations necessary for the student to participate in instructional activities
and statewide assessnmentf standard accommodations are not sufficient for statewide
assessmesgtcontct theStudent Assessment Burgalsee what other accommodation options are
available

Medical Exemption Definition and Procedures

Definition:

In Connecticut, the exemption determination for a medical emergency rests primarily on the
following criteria The student is unable to attend school and is medically/emotionally
unavailable for homebound/hospitalized instruction. Students who are hospitalized or
homebound due to illness should be tested unless there are medical constraints. These students ¢
have the test administered at home or in the hospital provided the test is administered by a certified
school staff member who is fully trained in the proper test administration and security procedures
for the Smarter BalanceAssessmenfdNGSSScience Conrecticut SAT CTAA, andCTAS.

In rare cases, there may be a student who experiences a medical emergency jugbpdoritm)
the testing window. There is a process wherti®/student may receive an exemption from testing
due to the emergency naturetloe medical conditionf the criteria for exemptiomremet.

A medical exemption can be given to a student depending on the availability of the student during
the statewide testing window. An application for medical exemption is required eaclsiederda
meets the criteria for exemption.

an
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Medical Exemption Procedure

Step 1i Initial Contact:

The District Administrator(DA in TIDE) contacts thé?erformance Officat the CSDE prior to
the statewide testing window or at the tithe student becomasedically unavailald during the
statewide testing.

1 Contact Deirdre Ducharmé deirdre.ducharme@ct.q¢860-713-6859 or
Janet Stuck janet.stuck@ct.go(860-713-6837).

1 Provide the following information:

State Assigned Student Identification (SASID) number

Student Nameldst, first);

Date of Birth

Grade

Name of School, District, Approved Private Special Education FaohitRESC and
Reason for exemption

X X X X X X

1 You will be notified if the student meets timtial qualification for medical exempticand
if Step 2 is required.

Step 2i EmergencyMedical Exemption Form:

Based on the result of Step 1, tha Will be providedhe EmergencyMedical Exemption Form
for the applicable statewide assessmeéhis form will be partially completed with tregpropriate
test dates.

1 The remainder ocEmergency Medical Exemption Fomust be completed and signed by
thest udent 6s attending physician.

Step 3i Returning Documentation to the CSDE:

1 To have the student qualify for a Medical exemptibie DA mustreturna cover letter on
district letterhead, with the completed and appropriately sigiredpletedEmergency
Medical Exemption Formby U.S. mailwithin one week of the close of the applicable testing
window to:

Deirdre Ducharmer Janet Stuck, Education Consultant
Connecticut State Department of Education
Performance Office, Bureau of Student Assessment
450 Columbus Boulevard&uite 712 North
Hartford, CT 06103

1 Emergency Medical Exemption forms for ther@ecticutSAT School Day are due by
May 1, 2019

1 Emergency Medical Exemption forms for Smarter Balanced, the NGSS Science, and the
Connecticut Alternate Assessments (CTAA/CTAS) are due no latedtime 14, 2019

If signed documentation is not received by the CSDE within one week following the closing
of the testing window,the student will be reported as a ngparticipating studentor any tests
left incomplete.
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APPENDI| X B

SPECIDAQCUMENTAECDC OMMODATSI ON

SpecialDocumentedAccommodatiors Procedure

Definition: Accommodations in test administration are provided to allow studathtslisabilities

the opportunity to demonstrate their aptitude and achievement in testing situatibas than
produce a score that mainly reflects their impairments. Although test accommodations provide
students with an equal opportunity to demonsetrtdteir skills and knowlegk, they do not
guarantee equabutcomes. Again, an appropriate or reasonable accommodation should not
interfere with the i nt erigcurentadtionofrhe Asfessmments t u
Guidelinescontains a substaatilist of test accommodations that may be used by students with
disabilities.

In exceptional circumstancdabere may be a student whose disabilities are such that the allowable
accommodations listed in thessessment Guideline®uld be insufficient to yovide access to the
Smarter BalanceAssessments, tHeéGSSScienceor the Connecticut SAT Schoblay. In these

cases, upon request, the DistActministrator(DA) will be provided with information regarding
aPetition for Approval of Special Documented Accommodations

Special documented accommodations for Smarter Balanced and N@&B&eSnoclude:
1 Scribe
1 Read Aloud of ELA Reading Passages
1 Print on Demand
1 Human Signer for Math and ELA

Special documented accommodations for the CT SAT School Day include:
1 American Sign Language
1 Use of a Human Signer (other than Signed Exact English)
1 HumanSigner Passages Accommodation (other than Signed Exact English)

Step 1i Initial Contact:

In these cases, upon request, the District Administration (DA in TIDE) will be provided with
information regarding the Petition for Approval of Special Documertecommodations by
initiating an email or phone call t®eirdre Ducharmédeirdre.ducharme@ct.gp860-713-6859)

or Janet Stuckjanet.stuck@ct.gq\860-713-6837).The DAs will be asked to provide the student
SASID, grade, and a description of/reason for special of accommodation.

December 10, 2018 Science (Grade 11), CT SASchool Day

Smarter Balanced (Grades33 Science

JEMUENRy 28, 200 (Grades 5 & 8) and Alternate Assessments
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Special Documented Accommodation petitions sent after these dates may require additional time
for processing. Until approved by the CSEAEministering these tests with special documented
accommodations are prohibitdebr more information, please contact Deirtiecharmeor Janet

Stuck

Step 2i Complete thePetition for Approval of Special Documented

AccommodationsForm and Gather Supporting Evidence
1 Based on the result of Step 1, the DA will be providedPttition for Approval of Special
Documented Accommodations Form

T The DA wil/l communicate with the student
Education to ensure that all sections are completed accusatglgdandare accompanied
with sufficient documentation, including but noti mi t ed t o t he ot ude
Section 504 Plan.

1 Criteria used to determine approval d¢fadition for SpecialDocumented Acommaodations
include:

o Evidence of appropriate specificity of special accommodations requested related to the
individual neels of the student throughout the IEP documentSection 504 Plan
(Identifies activities where required/duration/personnel support, etc.);

o Evidence that requested special accommodations are currently used during classroom
instruction;

o Evidence o t u d @isahilify Bnpacting test accessibility;
o Evidence of studentédés experience | evel
o Evidence of goals to increase, maintain, or improve functional capabilities over time

Step 3i Returning Documentationto the CSDE:
1 The DA will submit signed andompletedPetition for Approval of Special Documented
Accommodations Forwia fax to:
Deirdre Ducharme or Janet Stuck, Education Consultant
Connecticut State Department of Education
Performance Office, Bureau of Student Assessment
Fax: 860-326:0540

Step4i CSDE Review ofDocumentation

1 Incomplete or unsigned petitiomsll not be reviewed.

1 Upon receipt of petitonhe CSDE wi | | cont act the stud
appropriate distri ct charactersticant weeddar the gpexial t h
accommodation indicated on thPetition for Approval of Special Dmumented
Accommodations

1 The CSDE will send a letter of responsetoshe udent 6 s teacher of
the DA indicating theSpecial Documented Accommodations Petitiaa been approved
or deniel.
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APPENDI X C

GENERAL RESOURCES

2018-2019 Accessibility Resources farest Administration

LINKS

DESCRIPTION

2018-2019 2018-2019

Tisting Cesignssed Bupsorts/Aasammadat Heatian B84, andiar

2018-2019 TEST SUPPORTS/ACCOMMODATIONS FORM

This form is used to record designated supports/accommodations neg
for students with an IEP, Section 504 Plan, or English Learners (EL).
Information from this form must be submitted via frest Informatiorand
Distribution Enging TIDE) Test Settings.

Smarter
Balanced

Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium:

Usability, Accessibility, and
Accommodations Guidelines

Prepared with the assistance of the
National Center on Educational Outcomes

June 28, 2018

SMARTER BALANCED USABILITY, ACCESSIBILITY, AND
ACCOMMODATIONS GUIDELINESJune28, 2018

These guidelines describe the Smarter Balanced universal tools, desi
supports, and accommodations available for the Smarter Balanced
Assessments. The specific universal tools, designated supports, and
accommodations approved by Smarter Balancedahagge in the future
if additional tools, supports, or accommodations are identified for the
assessment based on member experience and research findings. The
Consortium has established a standing committee, including
representatives frogoverning memberthat review existing provisions
and determine if changes are warranted. Connecticut provides additio
guidance around the use of tools, designated supports, and
accommodations in theSDE ASSESSMENTGUIDELINES 2018-19.
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https://ct.portal.airast.org/
https://ct.portal.airast.org/
https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/usability-accessibility-and-accommodations-guidelines.pdf
https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/usability-accessibility-and-accommodations-guidelines.pdf
https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/usability-accessibility-and-accommodations-guidelines.pdf

LINKS

DESCRIPTION

Seribing Protocol

yYeTem

SCRIBING PROTOCOL FOR SMARTER BALANCED ASSESSMENTS
June 28, 2018

SCRIBING PROTOCOL FOR SMARTER BALANCED
ASSESSMENTSJune28, 2018

A scribe is an adult who writes down what a student dictates when
responding to test items. Dictation can pep in a variety of ways (e.g.,
speech, American Sign Language (ASL), braille, assistive communicg
device, etc.). The guiding principle in scribing is to ensure that the stu
has access to and is able to respond to test content. Scribes are altmw
Smarter Balanced Assessments throeBRITION FOR APPROVAL OF
SPECIAL DOCUMENTED ACCOMODATIONS 322019.

iCSDE

2018-2019 School Year
Scribing Protocol for Smarter Balanced Assessments
Security/iConfidentiality Agreement

The guiding
able to respond

a speclal documented
tation

CSDE Assessment Guidelines (located on the C
ogram Portal) for more information.

2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR SCRIBING PROTOCOL FOR
SMARTER BALANCED ASSESSMENTS
SECURITY/CONFIDENTIALITY AGREEMENT

Any educator who will scribe for a student on 8marter Balancephath
or ELA assessment is required to complete this online farlimk to the
20182019 Scribing Protocol for Smarter Balanced
Secuity/Confidentiality Agreement will benpvidedto the DAIn TIDE
by the CSDE for approved 8gial Documented Accommodatiorscess
to this protocol will be included with the approval letter sent to Distric
Administrators.

Read Aloud Guidelines

READ ALOUD GUIDELINES

for use of test readers and all other
Usability, Accessibility, and Accomy

QUALIFIATIONS FOR TEST READERS
. T
res

(IEP) or 504 plan if
ated supports and/or
oviding all needed

GUIDELINES FOR READ ALOUD, TEST READER June 28, 2018

Test readers are allowable on Smarter Balanced Assessments acrog
grades as a designated support for mathemetid€€LA items as
approprate (not ELA reading passages).

Test readers are allowable for ELA reading passages thREGHTION
FOR APPROVAL OF SPECIAL DOCUMENTED ACCOMMODATIOI
2018-2019. Note that this accommodation is appropriate for a very sm
number of students (estimated to be approximat&¥olof students with
disabilities participating in a general assessment).

11/26/18 CSDE Assessment Guidelines

45| Page



https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/scribing-protocol.pdf
https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/scribing-protocol.pdf
https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/read-aloud-guidelines.pdf
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https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/Smarter_Balanced_read-aloud-guidelines-2018-07-11-3.pdf
https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/scribing-protocol.pdf

LINKS

DESCRIPTION

Guidelines for Spanish Read Aloud,
Test Reader

Smarter
Balanced

Guidelines for Read Aloud in Spanish, Test Reader

2018

Qualifications for Test Reade

GUIDELINES FOR READ ALOUD IN SPANISH, TEST READER
August 24, 2015

When a student cannot accesstexspeech, an embedded resource
available on the Smarter Balanced Assessments, the student may be
eligible to work with a test reader. A test reader is an adult who provid
oral presentation of the assessment texhteligible student. The student
depends on the test reader to read the test questions accurately, pron
words correctly, and speak in a clear voice throughout the test. The te
reader must be trained, qualified, and must follow the Smarter Balanc
Guidelines for Read Aloud, Test Reader presented here. The guiding
principle in reading aloud is to ensure that the student has access to t
content. On Smarter Balanced Assessments, test readers in Spanish
allowable across all grades adesignated spport for mathematics.

ECS DE
2018-19 School Year

Read Aloud Protocol for Smarter Balanced Assessments
Security/Confidentiality Agreement

2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR READ ALOUD PROTOCOL FOR
SMARTER BALANCED ASSESSMENTS
SECURITY/CONFIDENTIALITY AGREEMENT

Upon receiving an approval for the Read Aloud for ELA Reading Pass
accommodation, the CSDE will send the DA (DA in TIDE) a link to the
online 20182019 Read Aloud Protocol for Smarter Balanced
Searity/Confidentiality Agreement. This is to be completed! submitted
online by the teacher providing this accommodation prior to test
administration Access to this protocol will be included with the approva
letter sent to District Administrators.

Smarter
Balanced

EMBEDDED DESIGNATED SUPPORT -
GLOSSARIES

EMBEDDED DESIGNATED SUPPORT 1T GLOSSARIES

Students who are Englisdnguage learnersaybenefit from using a
Translation Glossary for mathematics tests. These students should ha
Translation Glossary option for the designated language selected in T
This resource will be posted to the CSDE web page and the CT
Comprehensive Assessmétrbgram Portal in fall 2018.
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https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/Smarter_Balanced_Guidelines-Read-Aloud-Test-Reader-Spanish_082415.pdf
https://sbac-docs.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/instructions-for-using-embedded-glossaries-2016-11-15.pdf?X-Amz-Content-Sha256=UNSIGNED-PAYLOAD&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAIEQJHWKLIFJW4RTA%2F20180709%2Fus-west-2%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20180709T143528Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=604800&X-Amz-Signature=211d3a09eb57b6851e46e788bb9bd649c6d6b4557c7c18af3feb5ab97b3201b3
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/Smarter_Balanced_Guidelines-Read-Aloud-Test-Reader-Spanish_082415.pdf

LINKS DESCRIPTION

GUIDELINES FOR CHOOSING TEXT -TO-SPEECH OR READ
ALOUD FOR SMARTER BALANCED ELA SUMMATIVE AND
INTERIM ASSESSMENT READING PASSAGES FOR STUDENTS
WITH DISABILITIES IN GRADES 3 -8 July 13, 2015

The decision to provide a studentGnades3-8 with textto-speech or
human reaghloud accommodations for the English language(&tis\)
reading assessment passages is a significant decision, one that has g
long-term implications for the child. These accontations are defined a
follows:
Text-to-Speech
Text is read aloud to the student via embeddedttegpeech technology.
The student is able to control the spesesiwell as raise or lower the
volume of the wice via a volume control.
Requires submission of:
1 TEXT-TO-SPEECH AND READ ALOUD DECISION
GUIDELINES 2018-2019
ReadAloud:
Text is read aloud on the ELA reading test to the student by a trained
qualified human reader who follows tE@JIDELINES FOR READ
ALOUD, TEST READER June 28, 2018.
Requires submission of:
1 PETITION FOR APPROVAL OF SPECIAL DOCUMENTED
ACCOMMODATIONS 201 8-2019
1 TEXT-TO-SPEECH AND READ ALOUD DECISION
GUIDELINES 2018-2019

TEXT-TO-SPEECH DECISION GUIDELINES 20182019

The Textto-SpeectDecisionGuidelines201819 form must be completed
for any student in Grades&who will receive the accommodation of Te
to-Speeh or Read Aloud of English language arts/literacy (Ete®ding
passages on the Smarter Balanced assessments. This form can be
completedonlind y s e | e subniitrthg fotmtelectranicaldy
hyperlink embedded in the form.
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https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/Smarter_Balanced_guidelines-for-choosing-tts-or-read-aloud-in-grades-3-8_071315.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/Smarter_Balanced_guidelines-for-choosing-tts-or-read-aloud-in-grades-3-8_071315.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/Smarter_Balanced_guidelines-for-choosing-tts-or-read-aloud-in-grades-3-8_071315.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/Smarter_Balanced_guidelines-for-choosing-tts-or-read-aloud-in-grades-3-8_071315.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/TTS-Decision-Guidelines-2019-MASTER.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/TTS-Decision-Guidelines-2019-MASTER.pdf
https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/read-aloud-guidelines.pdf
https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/read-aloud-guidelines.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/TTS-Decision-Guidelines-2019-MASTER.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/TTS-Decision-Guidelines-2019-MASTER.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/TTS-Decision-Guidelines-2019-MASTER.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/TTS-Decision-Guidelines-2019-MASTER.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/TTS-Decision-Guidelines-2019-MASTER.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/Smarter_Balanced_guidelines-for-choosing-tts-or-read-aloud-in-grades-3-8_071315.pdf

